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Parish Council News

The Council met on Tuesday the 7th January. Here are some of the 
highlights...

Councillor Roberts was voted in by the whole Council, as vice chair of 
the Parish Council, following the departure of Councillor Bright.

The Council considered the following planning applications;
19/01373/FUL – Land west of Sanders Piece, Ely Road, Little Thetford. Change 
of use of land to a mix of Gypsy and Traveller residential and equestrian with the 
siting of up to six caravans of which no more than two can be mobile homes and 
the erection of an amenity building and stable block. The Council objected to this 
planning application. 

19/01743/FUL – 26 Ely Road, Stretham. Proposed demolition of conserva-
tory, construction of a two – storey rear extension, new front porch, internal and 
external alterations and new vehicular access. The Council made no objections 
to this application. 

19/01323/FUM – 19 Ely Road, Stretham. Erection of a new B8 storage and 
distribution building, additional parking spaces and associated drainage and 
landscaping works. An amendment was received for this application, additional 
information received includes;
•	 Arboriculture	impact	assessment	
•	 Ecological	assessment	
•	 Supporting	information	regarding	heritage	impacts,	parking	and	turning	
provision,	business	justification	and	fencing.	The	Council	made	no	objections	to	
this application. 

The Finance, Personnel and Governance Committee met in December. At 
this meeting they reviewed the following procedures;

•	Model	Publication	Scheme
•	Grievance	Procedure
•	Financial	regulations
•	Disciplinary	Procedure

After looking through the policies the Council voted to adopted them. The polices 
&	procedures	from	the	Finance,	Governance	and	Personnel	Committee	will	
shortly be added to the website.

It was brought to the Councils attention by a member of the public, that 
there is a lot of dog waste around the Village. On 12th September 2018, after 
a positive public consultation with 95% of the respondents in support, the East 
Cambridgeshire	District	Council	Public	Space	Protection	Order	Dog	Fouling	2018	
came into effect. The Order makes it an offence to allow a dog to foul on public 
land and not clear up after it. A breach of the Order is a criminal offence and will 
result	in	a	fixed	penalty	notice	of	£80.00,	or	upon	summary	conviction,	a	fine	
of	£1000.	The	PSPO	applies	to	all	public	places	with	the	East	Cambridgeshire	
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The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 4th February at 7pm at 
the Parish Rooms 

District,	and	includes	areas	previously	not	covered	by	the	Dog	Fouling	of	Land	
Act, including common land and roadside verges.

If you witness someone failing to clear up after their dog, you can report it to 
East	Cambs	District	Council.		They	will	require	the	name	and	address	of	the	dog	
owner (if known), a description of the dog and owner and a car registration (if 
applicable).

East	Cambs	District	Council	can	investigate,	issue	warnings,	fixed	penalty	notices	
or even prosecute people who fail to clear up after their dog, providing you 
know who that person is, have witnessed the incident and are prepared to give a 
statement and possibly go to court. You must ensure that you have actually seen 
them	allow	their	dog	to	foul	and	fail	to	clear	it	up.	Do	not	assume	that	because	a	
person walks the same way each day that it is their dog causing the mess.

The Council is aware that 2 street lights are not working along the High Street, 
Balfour	Beatty	have	been	instructed	and	the	Council	hope	they	will	be	fixed	very	
soon.

The Council would	like	to	extend	its	thanks	to	Caterina	Darcy	for	managing	
to get a Christmas tree donated to the Village, after the Council was let down. 
The	Council	would	also	like	to	say	a	big	thank	you	to	Franco	De	Simone	of	FDS	
Cambridge, who not only delivered a beautiful tree along with lights, but also 
very kindly came and collected it again. The Amenities Sub Committee will be 
meeting to discuss arrangements for this Christmas to ensure this does not 
happen again. 

We would like to include a small section in future newsletters where we can show our 
appreciation to members of the Parish for their continued support for our community. 
Should you know of anyone to whom you would like to pass on your gratitude, then 
please get in touch with the Parish Clerk. 

Your Parish Clerk can be contacted on 07507597368 or via stretham.clerk@gmail.com

For any queries in relation to Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust, please con-
tact Rachel Watts on swclt.clerk@gmail.com or on 07762040800  
 
The Parish Rooms, Pavilion and All Weather Pitch can be booked by calling Maureen Hutter 
on 649917 or via email strethamparishrooms@googlemail.com

If you have any features or photographs that you would like to submit for the Newsletter 
then please contact Laura Shearing Tel: 07736840169 
email: Laurashearing@rocketmail.com
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What’s On

 
 
In the middle of November we made the very bold step of moving to “askmyGP”, an 
increasingly popular online consultation service. 
 
Patients log in to “askmyGP”, via a link on the practice website.  (There is no APP for 
your smartphone, so you will need to go directly to their website.)  Using a secure 
message, you can explain your symptoms or problem in your own words.  A GP will 
review the message and will respond by email or telephone, very often within a few 
hours.  If you need to see a GP, you will be offered an appointment, but in many 
cases the GP will be able to help you by phone or secure message. 
 
Despite initial anxieties, we are delighted to report that this new system has been a 
huge success for both patients and staff.  Many patients report having their query 
dealt with within a few hours.  Unfortunately there was a little trouble nationally with 
the system on 6th January, the first day back to work for many after the Christmas 
period – but on the whole it has been working well. 
 
If you do not have access to a computer or a smartphone you can still telephone the 
practice and speak to one of our receptionists who will be able to help you.  .  You 
can register to use the service at any time; you don’t have to wait until you are 
poorly!  For the link, how to register and more information on “askmyGP” visit our 
website:- 
www.haddenhamsurgery.nhs.net 

 

  CELEBRATION  

 
PANCAKE   SUPPER 

Tuesday, February 25th,  5-7 pm 
at St. James’ Church  ALL  ARE  WELCOME! 
Arrive ANYTIME between 5pm and 6:45pm 

Tickets: £3 per Adult  £1.50 per Child (11 and under) 
Tickets available at Stretham Stores 2 weeks before event or 

through Ellen Leeke (01353-648962) or on the night,  
but prebooking appreciated! 
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St James’ Church - Improving the PA system

You maybe aware that for sometime now St James’ Church has 
been working on a project to enhance the PA system within the 
church to improve coverage and to offer wider facilities to the 
church itself and to others who maybe interested in using the 

building.

 
The proposal is to install screens in each of the 3 aisles and 
provide full audio coverage of whole interior of the church 

with the capability of relaying sound to the outside, with fixed 
microphones at a number of key points, lightweight headsets, 

handheld microphones, a new loop system and a comprehensive 
control suite with facilities for video inputs to allow the screening 
of video, films etc. A display is available in the back of the church 

which shows what is being proposed in detail.

A complete study has been completed in conjunction with a 
number of suppliers and a final design and supplier selected.

The project as a whole has been quoted as costing £47,500. So far 
the church has raised in donations and pledges a total of £28,416.  
Therefore we need to raise the balance of £19,064 to enable the 
project get started. Fund raising is being continued with applica-
tions being made to external grant giving bodies but we still need 

help. If anyone is able, and wishes to contribute to the project, 
a collection point has been placed just inside the church, please 
put  your donation in one of the envelopes provided and fill in 

the details on the envelope which will enable us to recover some 
money from the government, then place the envelope in the box 

provided. Alternatively you can donate by bank transfer to St 
James’ PCC, Account Number 00456075, sort code 30-93-05 or 
donate on line using www.gofundme.com/stjameschurch-stre-

tham but if possible do not forget to fill in the information on a Gift 
Aid envelope so that we can claim back the tax. The church will 

remain open on a daily basis to allow this to happen.

Thank you for your interest and helping to make the fullest use of 
this centrally located village asset.

David Buller
PCC Fund Raiser
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Little Bears 
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We meet in St James’ Church on a Thursday during term time for friendship and 
knitting 10.30am - 12.30pm.We knit bunting for the Church and to help decorate 
the	village	for	the	Feast.		If	you	prefer	to	work	on	your	own	projects	that	is	fine	
too.  If you prefer to sew please still join us and bring your sewing along.
Our last project was to knit Remembrance Bunting to adorn the Church in 
November.  This project was made possible thanks to King Cole Ltd who very 
kindly donated all of the red and green wool for about 25 metres of hand knitted 
and	hand	stitched	bunting.	During	2020	we	will	be	working	on	our	Four	Seasons	
project for the Church and are currently preparing for Spring. 
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Everyone Invited! 
All  Children & Adults Welcomed 

Sunday, Feb. 16th  from 3 – 5pm 
at St. James’ Church 

Finishing with a Light Supper for all! 
For catering purposes, please let Ellen Leeke know if you are 

coming, but not a problem to just turn up on the day:  
drellenpartrich@yahoo.com or 01353-648962.  
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Advertise Your Business or service in a 
half page advert in this newsletter, which 

is delivered to over 800 households in 
Stretham.  

Adverts cost just £20.00. 
To place an advert please contact Laura Shearing: 
laurashearing@me.com no later than 5th day each month 
(no newsletter in August).  

WE MEET
EVERY 2ND

TUESDAY OF
THE MONTH AT

7.15PM

W h y  n o t  c o m e  a n d

j o i n  t h e  S t r e t h a m

W I .  W e ' d  l o v e  t o
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/ S t r e t h a m w i
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Mondays—Glow dance keep fit and make up bar project 6—8pm 

Tuesdays—SPACE toddler and baby group 9.30  - 11.30pm, £2.00 per family  

Wednesdays  Mo�v8 Drop-in for young people with a disability aged 13—25. 
7—9.00pm 

Thursdays -Junior youth Club for children aged 7—11 years 4—6pm. 

                    Breakout adventures for young people aged 11—18 years 7—9pm 

Keep an eye out for our detached youth workers and SPACE holiday ac�vity ses-
sions. 

Charity Shop open the first weekend of every month Fridays 12—5pm, Satur-
days 10 –2pm 
One off and new projects also run regularly. Please like our Facebook page or  visit our website 
www.strethamyouthcentre.com to keep up to date 

 

www.strethamyouthcentre.com 

  You are being watched 

Bag it and bin it or risk being fined! 
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Registered Charity, no 1097050 

To find out more or to register interest please contact us: 

by phone – 07734252288 by email - strethamyouthcentre@gmail.com 

£1.50 entry fee 
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Has your home lost its kerb appeal?

There is a solution...
Transform the look of your home with new 
windows or cladding from Frames Conservatories Direct.
To add kerb appeal and value to your home call

01353 809719
Or visit www.fcdhomeimprovements.co.uk

Your nearest showroom is at 12 Forehill, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4AF

Has your home lost its
kerb appeal?



 

Did you know that The Stretham Charity have funds available for 
Stretham residents who are struggling with living costs? This 
could be due to illness, disability, low income etc. 

The charity also have funds available for residents who are   
struggling with education related costs—this could be for further 
education, university, apprenticeships, uniform, school trip fees 
etc 

If  you or anyone you know needs some financial assistance to, 
improve health or well-being, please get in touch.   
Application forms available via our website wwwstretham-charity.org.uk or via the char-
ity clerk Jo Tayor tel: 07761655511 Email: Strethamcharityclerk@gmail.com 

All applications and communication made to the Stretham Charity are completely  

confidential. 

Regitered charity no 1076863 

We Need Your Help 
 
Did you know, in 1716, Martha Digby of Stretham left in her will some land, the income 
from which was to be used for various charitable purposes. 
 
The Stretham Charity administers Martha Digby’s land in accordance with her 
instructions and one of these is that each Easter a small grant is to be given to Widows 
and Widowers in financial hardship, that are residents in the parish of Stretham. 
However in this day and age it is difficult for us to identify Widows or Widowers in 
Stretham…  so we are asking for your help…  
 
If you are a Widow or Widower on a low income and live in Stretham or you know of 
anyone that might qualify and benefit from this small gift.  Please contact.   
 
Write to: Jo Taylor, Stretham Charity, 4 Top Street, Stretham. 
Email:          strethamcharityclerk@gmail.com    
Telephone:  07761655511 

Published by Stretham Parish Council.
Front cover photo kindly provided by Richard Nuttall


