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STRETHAM PARISH NEWS

Parish Council News
Since the lock down on March 23rd The Parish Council
has not been meeting and the monthly newsletter has
been suspended. The councillors have still been very
busy supporting the community, especially the elderly
and shielded, while still carrying out essential business.
This newsletter will give you a brief overview on what
happened in the council’s March meeting, advice on
where to get help during the Covid 19 crisis and an
overview of what the councillors have been doing during
the lock down. Hopefully business will be back to normal
soon.
Keep safe everyone.
The Council met on Tuesday the 3rd March; here are
some of the highlights...
The Council considered the following planning applications;
20/00200/FUL- Saunders Piece Caravan and Camping,
Saunders Piece, Ely Road, Little Thetford, Ely. Change of use
including an increase of touring pitches from 10 to 20, siting of
16 mobile home holiday lets and to cease caravan storage. The
Council objected to this planning.
The following application has been approved;
19/01373/FUL – Land West of Saunders Piece, Ely Road, Little
Thetford. Change of use of land to a mix of Gypsy and Traveller
residential and equestrian, with siting of up to six caravans of
which no more than two can be mobile homes and the erection
of an amenity building and stable block. This application has
been approved.
The Council looked through and considered all of the applications that had been received for the position of Parish Councillor.
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A blind vote took place and Jenny Markham was voted on to the
Council. The Council looks forward to welcoming Jenny at the
next Council meeting.
The Council would like to make residents aware of parking
concerns in the Village, as a number of issues have been raised.
A lot of cars are parking on the verges in the Village, which is
causing them to become cut and very muddy. Whilst there are
no parking restrictions in place people can park on the Public
Highway providing they obey the Highway Code regarding
junctions and they are not causing an obstruction. However, it
is illegal to park on the footway or paths. If cars are continually
parking on the verges and causing damage, Cambridgeshire
Highways do have the authority to charge people for any
repairs.
The Council would also like to make residents aware that you
should park 10 meters from any junction and to not do so is
an offence. If you would like to report an offence then you can
do so by emailing east-cambs-cops@cambs.pnn.police.uk (this
email should only be used if it is not an emergency).
The issue of Viewing mirrors being put up by residents was
also brought up. The Council would like to make residents
aware of the rules and restrictions around these. All mirrors on
the Highway must be approved by the County Council Highway
department and planning permission may be needed. The site
in question must have a proven history of injury or accidents
where poor visibility is a contributory factor. The reduced
sightline must not be due to an object which can be realistically removed, such as a parked vehicle or overhanging foliage.
A mirror can not be used to serve a private access onto the
Highway. Mirrors on the Highway can cause other Highway users
to be dazzled by headlights or sun reflection. The judgements
made about speed and distance of approaching traffic can be
distorted when looking at a mirror. If a mirror that is placed
on the public highway is considered a hazard or is subject of
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a complaint, it will be removed without notice and placed in
storage for retrieval by the owner for a 2-week period before
being recycled or disposed of. Mirrors erected on private land
may require planning approval which can be sought from East
Cambs District Council.
Some Councillors attended the recent East Cambs District
Council Conference. Councillor Saunt and Councillor Wright
explained to the Council about the app called what3words.
People can use what3words for many different reasons but it
can be used to direct emergency services to the right place.
How do I use what3words in an emergency? Find the 3 word
address for your current location on the free what3words
app for iOS and Android. Share your 3 word address over the
phone to the call handler. The emergency service can then
coordinate a response directly to the exact location where help
is needed.
The Council reviewed and adopted the following risk
assessments; Parish Rooms Building Risk assessment, Play
Parks and recreation ground risk assessment. These will be put
onto the Parish Council website.
The Parish council is pleased to announce that at the last
meeting they reviewed and adopted a new Environmental
Policy. You will be able to view this on the Council’s website.
Stretham Parish Council is one of very few Parish Councils to
adopt an Environmental Policy. The Council will look for ways to
reduce its carbon footprint.
A number of reports have been received regarding street
lights that are not working in the village. All of the black street
lights along the High Street are the responsibility of the Parish
Council. All other lights are the responsibility of Cambridgshire County Council. On each street light you will be able to
find a light number such as L1HJN. To report a fault please
go to Balfour Beatty’s streetlight fault reporting web page or
call Balfour Beatty on 0800 783 8247 between 9am and 5pm,
Monday to Friday.
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At the last Council meeting, Councillors discussed putting
together a Parish Council Facebook page. This will be used
to keep residents updated with what is happening with the
Council. Please keep an eye on Facebook for the new page!
Covid crisis. The council continues to support the village
residents during the Covid 19 crisis:
Councillor Saunt is leading a team of volunteers to collect
and doorstep deliver prescriptions. The Council is also working
with the WI to do welfare checks and shopping for the shielded
and elderly. The Council is also working with the primary
school to provide 2 course hot meals during the week for
the shielded and elderly. By the end of April 592 meals were
provided. Councillor Roberts cooked the hot meals over Easter
when the school was shut and will do so again over the May
half term. District Councillor Bill Hunt donated £50 to the hot
meals project so that Easter eggs could be provided to the
people supported by the hot meal scheme. The Clerk has been
acting as a central contact point for those in the village needing
help or information. A grant from Cambridgeshire Community
Foundation was obtained for the sum of £4,810, to keep the
hot meal scheme going until the end of July.
The Council is running the Stretham CIS Facebook page,
which was set up so residents could have a central source of
official information. 2 leaflet drops to inform residents of where
and how they could get support during the crisis were provided
by the Council and delivered by volunteers.
Annual Meeting of the Council - there is no requirement for
a Parish Council to hold its annual meeting. Therefore we will
not be holding our usual annual meeting in May.
LHI Application - Councillors Wright & Saunt have completed
the LHI application, which will be submitted by May 31st.

5

FAREWELL from Natalie – The Vicar
Dear Friends,
Being in the middle of a pandemic has changed so much
already – it has changed how we communicate, socialise, how
we are church, how and when we can exercise, how some
of us receive food, how children are educated. For some our
livelihoods have been impacted and for many in our country
there has been a change in health, whether that be because
of infection due to the virus, or due to a change in mental
wellbeing because of the sense of overwhelm and worry
that we are experiencing. It is important to acknowledge the
enormity of these changes and to give ourselves permission
to process them. It is okay to be real and honest. The book
of Psalms in the bible, helps to give honest expression to our
human experience and engagement with God in the midst of all
of life. Jesus himself used part of psalm 22 when he hung on
the cross, shouting, ‘My God, My God, why have you forsaken
me?’
On another note, it is with great sadness that when you
read this, I will have left my role as your vicar without the
opportunity for a public goodbye. My family and I will continue
to live in Ely and I will be starting a role working across the
Church of England, based at Church House in Westminster. My
new role will involve leading a project to look at how we might
engage with sport and wellbeing from a faith perspective.
I have loved being your vicar, there have been so many
blessings, Stretham is such a friendly village. But, even more,
it is a community of love – I have been so impressed by the
way in which you look out for one another. Thank you for being
you and for all the ways you have blessed my family and I over
the last 5 years. I hope that it is more of a farewell rather than
goodbye, as we will still be in the area, albeit in a different role.
May God bless you all in the future and may you go from
strength to strength. Although the church building is closed
at the moment, due to the pandemic, we are very much your
church. If you are in any kind of need, please contact office@
stmarysely.org or 01353 659550
Every blessing, Natalie Team Vicar
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The Strethem Funky Scrub Makers — Gloria Mar�n, Sharon Burling, Kim Smith, Helen Pi� ,and Beverley Frost are busy making scrubs,
for our local GP surgery and could do with some more material - dona�ons of duvet covers or bed sheets made from co�on or poly
co�on,that can be washed at 60 degrees, is ideal. The brighter the be�er. If you have some you can donate please leave at 17 Berry
Close or contact the Parish Council Clerk to arrange for collec�on. Experienced sewers/seamstresses also welcome to join the team.
The scrub makers will also be making masks, that will be available as from The end od May - £2 for and adult mask £1 for a child's
mask all proceeds going to the NHS Together fund. The masks will be available from Stretham Stores and the doorsteps of 17 Berry
Green and 17 Berry Close.
The Stretham Funky Scrub Makers would like to thank the Stretham Charity for the dona�on towards the cost of thread.

Stretham Parish Council
working with
Stretham Womens Institute

AN OFFER OF HELP IN RESPONSE TO COVID 19
If at any point in the next few weeks or months you find that you need someone to help
in anyway, e.g. collect groceries, chat on the phone, collect prescriptions walk the dog,
we are here to help!
Contact the Parish Council on 07507597368 or clerk@strethampc.org.uk
We have volunteers collecting and delivering prescriptions twice a week so
please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Thanks to Stretham Primary School we are now able to offer hot meals, during the
week to the most vulnerable, who have little or no support. This meal will be delivered
by our volunteers. If you would like this support or know of anyone who may benefit
please get in touch with the Parish Council.
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www.haddenhamsurgery.nhs.net

Correct as at 18th May 2020

So much has changed in the short time since we last wrote to you. It is amazing how fast things
can change when we all work together! THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AT THIS TIME!
Our priority was and remains the safety of our staff and patients, so to help minimise the risks of
catching and passing on the infection we closed our doors and introduced a call system at the
front door. Our receptionists or clinicians will come to you and only let you in if necessary. The
area around the window in the Dispensary was also cleared so that medications can be collected
without the need for entering the building. The nice weather has certainly helped with both of
these measures!
•

AskMyGP – We had received positive comments to this system before the current crisis,
but it has certainly worked well over the last few months as we have been able to deal with
patient queries whilst keeping our staff safe. Webcams have now been installed so we can
also offer video consultations. Anyone who needs to consult a GP must register to use
AskMyGP. This can be done via our website or if you don’t have access to a computer,
telephone reception for help.

•

Appointments – Whilst there has been a major focus on COVID-19 with the need to stay
at home, the NHS has REMAINED OPEN for new problems and conditions that require
continuous treatment. After the initial few weeks when we were making the surgery a safe
place to see patients, our Nurses reintroduced appointments for blood tests, vaccinations
and dressings etc. If you had your SMEAR appointment cancelled at the beginning of the
“lock down”, please contact the surgery to reschedule your appointment. (We have been

advised by Public Health England of reports of a possible scam. Some women are being contacted by text
message, with the sender claiming to be from the call and recall service to advise they are overdue for
screening. The message asks them to call a mobile number and provide personal details.!!These messages
are not from the NHS Cervical Screening Programme.)!
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•

SystmOnline – many of our patients request their repeat medications through
SystmOnline. They find it convenient as they can place their order any time of the day or
night! Recently, we have been running a PILOT scheme for doing our Annual Asthma
reviews through a Questionnaire on SystmOnline, removing the need for the patient to
attend the surgery. Initial results have been extremely positive; both from patients and
staff, so we will be looking at how we can roll out the use of Questionnaires for other annual
reviews. We would, therefore, strongly encourage patients to register to use SystmOnline.
This can be done by visiting the ONLINE SERVICES section of our website, download and
complete the Consent Form. Finally bring the consent form with formal identification to the
Dispensary Window at the surgery to complete your Registration. If you have already
registered, but have forgotten your password, telephone the surgery and we will re-set it for
you. More details can be found on our website.

•

Prescriptions – SystmOne remains our preferred method for requesting medication,
please visit the Haddenham Surgery website where you can find the link to SystmOnline.

•

Home Visits – Remain for emergency visits only.

•

Stretham Surgery – Remains closed for the time being.

•

Contact us – by telephone or AskMyGp. Please do not come to the surgery.

HELP ...???
The Stretham Charity Might Be Able To Help
The Stretham Charity has funds available to help Stretham residents in these
difficult times.
If your family, or you as an individual, require help in providing food and basic
living costs we may be able to help in the form of a grant.
Applications forms are available at Stretham Stores and our website
http://www.stretham-charity.org.uk/applying-for-funding/ or direct from the
clerk details below:
Clerk:
Jo Taylor, 4 Top Street, Stretham. CB6 3JL
Email:
strethamcharityclerk@gmail.com
Telephone: 07761 655 511
All applications and communications made to Stretham Charity are completely confidential.

Registered charity no: 1076863
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