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Parish Council News

The Council met on Tuesday the 6th October 
2021. Here are some of the highlights...

The Council received the resignations of Councillor 
Saunt and Councillor Williams. The Council would like 
to take this opportunity to thank them for their service 
to the Council and Village. 

The Council considered the following application;
21/00634/DISA – Flexon House, 93 Stretham Road, 
Wilburton – The Council made no objection to this 
application. 
21/00991/FUL – 95 Stretham Road, Wilburton – The 
Council made no objection to this application.
21/01330/VARM – Stowbridge Farm, Green End – 
The Council made no objection to this application. 

The following application decisions;
21/01098/FUL – White Gables, Stretham – This has 
been approved

A member of the Light Up Stretham group attended 
the meeting to thank the Council for the donation 
towards the set up of this group. The Village Christmas 
tree and lights have now been ordered. Keep an eye 
on the Newsletter for further updates. 

The Ditches and flooding project continues. 
Councillor Roberts noted that after the recent heavy 
rain fall, the ditches were draining away a lot better. 
The plan has been to work from the river backwards 
towards the Village, clearing out the ditches. The 
Council is aware that there are some that still need 
to be looked at and cleared. A meeting will take place 
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The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 2nd November 
at 7:00pm at the Parish Rooms. 

with the drainage board to determine who’s responsible 
for the remaining ditches and drains and a plan of 
action will be put in place to get them cleared. 

The Amenities Sub – Committee is currently looking 
at getting the street furniture painted and fixed. Some 
of the benches are broken and will be repaired and 
then all will be sanded and painted. A new bench 
for the cemetery has also been ordered and the 
Committee are very much looking forward to seeing it 
put in place. 

The Council is aware that there are a number of 
broken Dog waste bins around the Village, new ones 
have been purchased and will be replaced as soon as 
they arrive. A new dog waste bin will also be placed 
at the rear of Feast Green and the Play Park at Sennit 
Way/Manor Farm. 

The New bin for Chapel Street will also be put in place 
this month. 

The draft Budget 2022/2023 was presented to 
Councillors by the RFO. All Councillors were asked 
to take this away to study and Sub – Committees 
asked to make any submissions of funds required. 
The final budget will be presented to the Council once 
it has been prepared by the RFO and Finance Sub – 
Committee. 

Councillors Roberts, Markham and Clark will be 
completing a tree survey of the Village. This will look 
at what tress are currently planted and their location, 

32



What’s On

• This is the group responsible for running of the Village Centre after                                                    
opening

along with potential new sites being located so more 
trees can be planted around the Village. 

The Clerk reported that most of the hedges on 
Newmarket Road had been cut back. The Clerk also 
explained that the Council can only write to residents 
where bushes and hedges are encroaching pathways 
and ask them to cut them back. If no action is taken 
the Clerk will forward the matter on to Cambridgeshire 
County Council Highways department who will come 
and inspect the issue and will involve the enforcement 
officer if necessary. It was brought to the Council’s 
attention that the hedge on the corner of Reed 
Street/Brooke Lane bend is encroaching the path and 
that there is a lot of Ivy encroaching on to Middle 
Close. The Council are also aware of the encroaching 
hedge on the corner of Chapel Street going round to 
Newmarket Road. The Clerk has arranged for this to 
be cut back. 

Your Parish Clerk can be contacted on 07507597368 or via clerk@strethampc.

org.uk

For any queries in relation to Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust, 

please contact Rachel Watts on swclt.clerk@gmail.com or on 07762040800  

 

The Parish Rooms, Pavilion and All Weather Pitch can be booked by calling Mau-

reen Hutter on 649917 or via email strethamparishrooms@googlemail.com

If you have any features or photographs that you would like to submit for the 

Newsletter then please contact Laura Shearing Tel: 07736840169 

email: Laurashearing@rocketmail.com
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Village Centre Project Update - October 2021

The Council and project team are continuing to 
develop the plans for the Village Centre and now 
have an additional level of detail in the designs.

The designs need considerably more work before 
they are complete, but are now at the stage that we 
can show them to potential user and village groups 
to seek their input and feedback. The Council 
agreed to go ahead with consulting these user 
groups and are planning the engagement.

The Council are aware of some misinformation 
and issues raised on social media in relation to the 
Village Centre and we urge anyone interested in the 
project to use the Newsletter and the website at 
https://strethampc.org.uk/ as the official sources of 
information on the project. Note that the Stretham 
Parish Council members are unpaid volunteers 
contributing their time to the Council and that 
limits the time they have available to give instant 
responses to detailed questions.

There is quite genuine interest in the details of 
the project from Stretham residents, and we will 
continue to provide information as and when we 
can via this Newsletter and other communications, 
including a further consultation planned before 
the end of this year. The Council want to stress 
to all residents that the Village Centre project 
was developed from a clear need expressed by 
residents that the current Parish Rooms are not 
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fit for purpose and the two previous consultations 
that we carried out to understand what people want 
from a new Village Centre. We continue to work to 
develop a design that benefits the village as a whole 
and considers the wants and needs of the many local 
user groups as expressed in the previous consulta-
tions.

At the same time, we are looking for ways the make 
the new facilities fit with the existing developments, 
be as sustainable as possible - both ecologically and 
in terms of running costs – and to minimise any 
impact on local residents.

How you can help : 

• Keep yourself informed about the project via the 
Newsletter and Website
• Consider how you could best make use of the 
Village Centre once it is built
• Let us know if you have an idea for a new group, 
activity or events that you would like to setup and 
organize using the new facilities
• Let us know if there are sources of funding for 
the project you are aware of that would allow us to 
reduce any loans we need

There will be opportunities to get more involved in 
making the new Village Centre as a success as the 
project develops.

Thank you for your continued support
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Stretham community welcomes approval of SWCLT 
Phase 4 plans

Residents of Stretham, including many wanting 
homes they can afford, are relieved as Stretham 
and Wilburton Community Land Trust (SWCLT) were 
granted planning permission for 6 more affordable 
homes for local residents at their Stretham site, 
taking the total number to 29 affordable homes.

This addition to the 20 affordable rent and 3 shared 
ownership properties already built is a demonstration 
of the commitment of SWCLT, East Cambridgeshire 
District Council and the local community to the 
Community Land Trust project as a way to provide 
affordable housing for local people currently priced 
out of the housing market.

In the face of Government targets and market 
demands for tens of thousands of new homes across 
Cambridgeshire, Community Land Trusts help ensure 
that development in established communities is 
both sensitively handled and serves to strength 
those communities. The SWCLT land in Stretham 
has been heralded as one of the finest examples of 
such a project, and this further planning permission 
approving four 1-bedroom and two 2-bedroom 
homes is an additional vote of confidence.

Residents from across Stretham village are singing 
the praises of the CLT project and the future it has 
secured for their community.

Kitt Hunt, a SWCLT resident and trustee said: “I’ve 
lived and worked in this area all my life, and 
I want to contribute to this community 
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as long as I can. I would never have been able to 
afford to live here independently if it weren’t for the 
properties built by SWCLT. It’s great news that more 
homes for people like me will be made available.”

Long standing village residents Paul & Jenny Farley 
said“SWCLT is not just building homes for our 
children, they are investing in our community across 
the entire village. If we want to keep the local pub, 
the local GP surgery and other important amenities, 
we need more homes for the people that live and 
work here.”
SWCLT Trustee Dr Tina Barsby said “We know there 
are proposals for developments all around the village, 
but if growth must come it is better the community 
has a stake in it; better to do than be done to. We 
are proud of the hard work everyone on the Trust has 
put into protecting the essence of our community and 
growing it sustainably.”

SWCLT Chair Charles Roberts said “The question 
has been asked how many new homes in Stretham 
is enough? While there is some scaremongery out 
there given the numbers of houses talked about in 
the press, The Trust’s view is clear; we will keep 
building homes as long as people essential to our 
community need them. We will have enough homes 
when everyone who lives here, works here and 
contributes to community life has a home they can 
call their own, and until then we must keep moving 
forward and make sure that the village benefits from 
the inevitable development we face.
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Tiddlywinks Pre-School 
Stretham Primary School, Wood Lane, 

Stretham, CB6 3JN 
www.tiddlywinkspreschoolstretham.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 

Your local village pre-school for 
children aged 2! to 4 years 
 

Child-led learning through play 
in a safe, friendly environment 
with excellent links to the 
village primary school 
 

Open daily during term time 
Mon-Thurs  9.00 – 15.00 
Fri     9.00 – 12.00 
 (Opening hours are subject to review and 
may increase as and when child numbers 
increase) 
 

Places available 
For more information or to register  

your child please call us on  
07483 175 232 

or email officetiddlywinks@gmail.com 
 

Registered charity no.1036151 
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Stretham Youth Centre 
73 High St , Stretham CB6 3LD. TEL: 07734252288  

Email: strethamyouthcentre@gmail.com 
 

This is a closed 
group with           

allocated spaces to 
comply with COVID 

19 guidance 

Please ring or 
email to book a 

place or to find out 
more. 

Spor�ng and       
recrea�onal          

ac�vi�es, dance, 
make up, exploring 

young womens     
issues and having 

lots of fun. 

 

£1.50 

Entrance fee 

 
Re-star�ng          
May 17th 

Mondays  

6—8pm 

A project for young women aged 10—18 years 

 

Stretham and Wilburton Scout Group are back!!!! 
Is your young person aged between 5 ¾ and 8 (Beavers), 8 and 10 ½ (Cubs) or 10 ½+ (Scouts) 

Then why not come and give Cubs, Beavers or Scouts a try.  

Girls and Boys are both welcome! 

 
We will be running term time from our new home at the Pavilion in Stretham. 

Beavers will be from 6pm till 7pm on Wednesdays, Cubs will be 6.30pm and 8pm on Mondays and 
Scouts will be 7pm till 8:30pm on Tuesdays.  

 
Starting week commencing 1st November 2021 

 
We offer a free trial period to make sure your young person is happy. 

For further details or a copy of the enrolment form, please contact us on:  

strethamandwilburtonscouting@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



1110

73 High Street, CB6 3LD 

Stretham Parents And Carers   

To find out more ring Jenny on  07970392654 or email strethamyouthcentre@gmail.com 

£2.00 per family 

Registered charity no 1097050 www.strethamyouthcentre.com 



 

‘FROLICS’ 

Friday December 3rd 7pm for 7.30 pm start 

STRETHAM PLAYERS 

BYO drink 

A night of fun and 

Tickets on the door £5 

Proceeds for Light Up Stretham 

present 

Strut your Party Piece - song, dance, jokes, sketch,  

poetry, or any other talent you have 

STRETHAM SOCIAL CLUB
 

Any one who is interested in joining and 
assisting with the running of this club please 
can you attend our first meeting on Monday 

25th October 2021, Stretham Parish Rooms at 
7.30 pm

 
Or contact Jo Taylor, 07761655511 Jo10lee@

hotmail.com
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           Strethams  
  Christmas Farmers  
            Market 
 
Sat December 18th 
      9am—1pm 
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Little Bears 

 

Mondays 9:15-11:15am  
School Term Time Only 

at St. James Church 

        

Fun for 0-5s with a Parent or Carer   

Toys 
Crafts 
Snacks 
Stories 
Music 
Dance 

Tea/coffee 
and 

friendship. 

£2 per family 
 

      
    

 Stretham  Pantry  
in St. James’ Church Porch every Wednesday from 10.30am – 6pm 

            For those in need of food: Please take what you need 
   For those who wish to donate: Thank you for leaving items in the Porch 

 
Excess items will be stored in St. James’ for the following week  

or given to Ely Foodbank. 
 
If you cannot access the Pantry during the above times and are in 
need of food or would like to provide a donation:  
please contact Ellen Leeke (07485226355), Licensed Lay Minister at 
St. James’ Church, to make other arrangements.  
 



  

Church Wardens: 
 

Mr. Robert Leeke 
01353-648962 

robertleeke@hotmail.com 
 

Mr. Tim Hill 
07770918883 

timandsuehill@tiscali.co.uk 
 

 

  

  
St. James’ Church 

   
ALL are WELCOME at St. James’ Church, 

 come and worship with us! 
10am Sunday Services 

9.30-10am Wednesday Morning Prayers 
 
 

We encourage continued use of hand sanitiser when entering & exiting 
the church and wearing face masks when walking around within the 

building.  We support Track & Trace and have a QR code. 
 

                                     https://www.facebook.com/StJamesStretham 
  
 

 
 

“God is our refuge and 
strength; a very present 

help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1 

stjamesstretham 

http://www.stjamesstretham.org 

 

Remembrance Sunday Service 
November 14th at 10.55 am 
starting outside by memorial 
followed by short indoor service 
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