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Parish Council News

The Council met on Tuesday the 4th January, and here are 
some highlights.

The Council comments on the following planning appli-
cations;

21/01799/FUM – Land at Berry Close, Stretham – The 
Council objected to this application. 
21/01479/VAR – Pony Lodge, Grunty Fen Road, Witchford 
– The Council made no objections to this application
21/01706/FUL – 15 Newmarket Road, Stretham – The 
Council made no objections to this application in principle. 
21/01740/FUL – 42 Feast Green – The Council made no 
objections to this application.

Councillor Roberts reported back to the Council regarding 
the ditches. The Willow tree in the ditch behind the church 
will be cut down to allow the ditch to drain properly. This 
ditch will also be slubbed out and will help with drainage. The 
ditch along the recreation ground behind Cambridge Road is 
also due to be slubbed out, and across the other side is to be 
cleaned out of dead leaves.
 
The Council discussed the proposed speed reduction along 
Newmarket Road, which was brought to the Councillor’s at-
tention by County Councillor Bill Hunt. The restriction would 
be put in place up to the Manor Farm entrance. The Council 
agreed to support this and would write to County Councillor 
Dan Schumann and to Councillor Hunt to show their support. 

Councillors were given a copy of the draft budget for the 
next financial year. The RFO talked through the budget and 
answered any questions.The Full Council agreed to the in-
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The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 1st February at 
7:00pm at the Parish Rooms. 

crease in precept and to the draft budget for April 2022 in 
principle, and the Finance Committee will finalise the budget. 
(See Finance Update below for more detail on the budget)

The amenities Sub – Committee are now looking at the 
cemetery extension. The extension will come out in to the field 
next to the cemetery, the black fence will be moved out, and 
the Council will then look at landscaping and tree planning. 
The cemetery will also soon have a new round seat in the new 
part of the cemetery.

Village Centre updates – January 2022
 
We have now had the survey results and they are under consider-
ation and will be reviewed in the project group meeting in January.
 
A Frequently Asked Questions page has been added to the website - 
https://strethampc.org.uk/stretham-village-centre-faqs/
This covers some of the questions we have had a lot and hopefully 
reduces the individual responses we need to provide while we are still 
in the early stage of developing the project.

Your Parish Clerk can be contacted on 07507597368 or via clerk@strethampc.org.uk

For any queries in relation to Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust, please

contact swclt.clerk@gmail.com

 

The Parish Rooms, Pavilion and All Weather Pitch can be booked by calling Maureen Hutter on 

649917 or via email strethamparishrooms@googlemail.com

If you have any features or photographs that you would like to submit for the Newsletter then 

please contact Laura Shearing Tel: 07736840169 email: Laurashearing@rocketmail.com
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What’s On

• This is the group responsible for running of the Village Centre after                                                    
opening

Finance Update – January 2022

The Finance Committee (formally the Finance, Governance & 
Personnel Committee) proposed an updated budget and precept 
proposal to Council at the January Council meeting. The precept 
was agreed by Council and the budget was subsequently finalised 
by the recent Finance Committee meeting and will be submitted for 
final approval at the February Council meeting.
 
Council agreed to keep the per household Parish Council tax the 
same as the current year. Due to the additional houses built in 
the village in the last year (including for example at Manor Farm), 
there will be an increase in the total precept to £73,926 per year 
for the year starting in April 2022 from the current £70,000 without 
impacting the amount any household pays for the Stretham Parish 
Council.
 
In the year to March 2021, we are on target to break even, with the 
government payments related to COVID more than covering the 
reduced income from room bookings.
 
The increase in the total precept of the year from April 2022 allows 
us to increase expenditure in some areas. Highlights include:

Increase in contribution for the Stretham Feast• 
We expect some expenditure related to the Platinum Jubilee   • 
events – these will be considered by Council on a case-by-case 
basis

£5,000 for the “1,022 Trees for 2022” plan to plant trees in and • 
around the village

£2,000 for more frequent and detailed safety inspections of the • 
play parks. We have a duty to regularly inspect these and record  
detailsIncreased costs for maintenance of the All-weather pitch,  
 including repairing recurring vandalism

 
On the income side, we continue to expect lower room bookings, 
but now have an agreement with the Scout Group for exclusive use 
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Janet Parish

Chair of the 
council
Chair of the Feast 
committee
Chair of 
amenities

Retired senior 
local government 
officer – Children 
youth and 
community

Chair of Stretham 
Youth Centre
Trustee of the 
Stretham Charity

Charles Roberts

Vice Chair of the 
council
Chair of the 
village tree 
planting project

Consultant and 
Farmer Chair of SWCLT

Mick Murfitt Retired

Organises bingo 
to raise money 
for the Air 
Ambulance
Stretham Charity 
Trustee

Jenny Markham Child Carer
Stretham Charity 
Trustee
Scout Leader

Jo Taylor

Chair or 
Recreation 
Ground 
Committee

Senior Technical 
Support 
Consultant

Clerk to the 
Stretham Charity
Chair of the 
Stretham Players

Kat Clarke Veterinary Nurse

Stretham Charity 
Trustee
Stretham Youth 
Centre 
Committee

Peter Speed Retired Stretham Charity 
Trustee

Vacant
Vacant

Kim Bolderson Clerk to the council clerk@strethampc.org.u
k

Alan Melton
Assistant Clerk and 
Responsible Financial 
Officer (RFO)

finance@strethampc.org
.uk

of the Pavilion, so there will be some regular and predictable income 
from their use of the Pavilion.

Overall for the year starting April 2022, we are projecting a small 
surplus taking into account the increased total precept and new 
expenditure mentioned above.
 
The Finance Committee reviewed all the tenancy agreements which 
are due for renewal.
 
We also reviewed the cemetery fees and will propose at the February 
Council meeting that the current fees for residents remain the same 
(£70 for a burial or cremation plot) and that fees for non-residents 
increase to £400. These fees for residents are by far the lowest 
of all the local Parish Councils and the fees for non-residents are 
below average. This does mean that cemetery maintenance costs 
will continue to be largely covered by the precept, as in the past. In 
the next year, we will be expanding the cemetery to the south into 
land provided as part of the agreement related to Manor Farm Phase 
IV. The expansion provides additional room in the cemetery for the 
future and will include moving the fence, planting trees on the new 
boundary and landscaping.
 
Finally, we agreed updated Financial Risk Assessment and Financial 
Regulations to take into account that we now use electronic banking 
for the majority of payments. Updated documents will be available on 
the website when finalised and approved by full Council.
 
There are no costs in this budget related to the new Village Centre 
project, these are currently covered by the funding already received 
for the project and other funding as the project progresses. Any 
impact on the precept will be considered for the budget for the year 
from April 2023.

 

54



  

 
 

www.haddenhamsurgery.nhs.uk 

 
 
As we start a New Year, we look forward with some optimism.  The dedication and hard work of 
everyone involved in the Ely PCNs vaccination programme indicates that we only need a handful 
of clinics over the next few months to deliver the final boosters!  We are also delighted to say that 
we have an “evergreen” offer, which means we continue to offer first and second doses to people 
who, for whatever reason, have not yet been vaccinated.  Just contact the surgery if you would 
like an appointment or search “book covid vaccine” and follow the link to find a vaccination centre 
near you. 
 
The start of a New Year is also a good time to reflect on 
what we have achieved.  On the 10th January 2022, NHS 
Digital was reporting that 94.8% of Haddenham patients 
have had their first vaccine (85.6% across the six 
practices of the Ely PCNs), with 98.1% having had their 
second dose (97.2% for PCNs) and an impressive 90.8% 
having had three doses (87.6% for PCNs) – across the 
six practices that is over 153,000 vaccines and Ely PCNs have given 120,000 of these - a truly 
tremendous achievement. 
 

Unfortunately the Covid-19 story is not over yet and the guidance continues to 
change regularly.  We are currently waiting for information about which 5-11 year 
old children should be offered a vaccine.  We will contact eligible patients as soon 
as we know more.  We do our best to keep our website updated with what is 
happening locally –– just click on the “UPDATE” icon on the home page. 
 

Recovery certificates: Since November anyone who had a positive PCR test could get a 
recovery certificate from Day 11 (via the app or the website).  This can exempt the holder from 
further PCR testing as any test may be positive for weeks or months after infection.  It is our 
understanding that the new self-reported lateral flows do not have the same legal basis and so 
recovery certificates will not be provided.  Patients testing positive may wish to source their own 
private PCRs if they have imminent travel plans that require a PCR test (or exemption through 
recovery) prior to travel.  Please do not contact your GP for such letters based on a self-reported 
positive lateral flow, as they won't be able to help. 
 
Finally, the New Year sees many of us determined to shed 
some of those extra pounds that seem to creep up from 
nowhere!! 
 
Without realising it, we are all eating too much sugar, 
saturated fat and salt. Over time this can increase the risk of 
serious diseases and it’s not just adults that are affected, childhood obesity is also a growing 
issue. 
 
The Be Food Smart campaign empowers families to take control of their diet by making healthier 
food and drink choices.  The free app works by scanning the barcode of products, revealing the 
total sugar, saturated fat and salt content and provides hints and tips for adults plus fun food 
detectives activities for kids.  You can download the app from your usual app store. 
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In 1716, Martha Digby of Stretham le� in her will some land, the income from 
which was to be used for various charitable purposes.  
The Stretham Charity administers Martha Digby’s land in accordance with her 
instruc�ons, one of these is that each Easter a small grant is to be given to 
Widows and Widowers in financial hardship, that are residents in the parish of 
Stretham.  
However it is difficult to iden�fy widows or widowers in Stretham. If you are a 
Widow or Widower on a low income and live in Stretham or you know of any-
one that might qualify and benefit from this small gi�. Please contact us via 
the charity clerk—Jo Taylor, Stretham Charity, 4 Top Street, 07761655511 
Email: Strethamcharityclerk@gmail.com. 
 
The charity also has funds available for residents who are struggling with edu-
ca�on related costs—this could be for further educa�on, university, appren-
�ceships, uniform, school trip fees etc. 

 If you or anyone you know needs some financial assistance to, improve health 
or well-being, please get in touch.  

Applica�on forms available via our website wwwstretham-charity.org.uk or via 
the charty clerk Jo Taylor tel: 07761655511 Email: Strethamchari-
tyclerk@gmail.com. 
All applica�ons and communica�on made to the Stretham Charity are com-
pletely confiden�al. 

Regitered charity no 1076863 
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CHRISTMAS STARS APPEAL 2021 
 

 

 

The Tiddlywinks Committee would like to thank the following local businesses for their kind donations to 
the Christmas Stars Appeal, which raised a fantastic total of £530 for Tiddlywinks Pre-School! 

 

*JRH Contracts Ltd *A10 Chip Van *Neil and Jane Ford 

*Shopitnear  *Will Wok  *The Wren Cafe 

*Izzy & Keeka  *S&J Cars and Commercials  

*Angel Aestheics Ltd *Champion Plumbing & Heating Services Ltd 

Tiddlywinks Pre-School 
Stretham Primary School, Wood Lane, 

Stretham, CB6 3JN 
www.tiddlywinks-stretham.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 

Your local village pre-school for 
children aged 2½ to 4 years 
 

Child-led learning through play 
in a safe, friendly environment 
with excellent links to the 
village primary school 
 

Open daily during term time 
Mon-Thurs  9.00 – 15.00 
Fri     9.00 – 12.00 
 (Opening hours are subject to review and 
may increase as and when child numbers 
increase) 
 

Places available 
For more information or to register  

your child please call us on  
07483 175 232 

or email officetiddlywinks@gmail.com 
 

Registered charity no.1036151 
 

98



1110

 
Little Bears 

 

Mondays 9:15-11:15am  
School Term Time Only 

at St. James Church 

           

Fun for 0-5s with a Parent or Carer   

Toys 
Crafts 
Snacks 
Stories 
Music 
Dance 

Tea/coffee 
and 

friendship. 

£2 per family 
 

 
    

              

 

 

 

STRETHAM COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
January 2022 

Autumn Term 2021 

It has been a tricky start to the year as we, like 
everyone else, continue to navigate the  
ever-changing Covid-19 landscape.  However the 
school has been fully open all of the Autumn term 
and we are hopeful that this will continue.  The 
children at the school are thriving and are happy 
to be in school.  Thank you to all who support the 
school from across the village community. 

New School Library 

Thanks to the school’s PSA and to the generosity of The Stretham 
Charity, we have been able to re-develop the school library.  The new 

bespoke shelving units are brim-full of fiction and non-fiction books for 
the children to immerse themselves in.
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ALL are WELCOME! Come and worship with us! 
  10am Sunday Services 

  9.15-9.45am Wednesday Zoom Prayers 
 
 

We encourage continued use of hand sanitiser when entering & exiting 
the church and wearing face masks when walking around within the 

building.  We support Track & Trace and have a QR code. 
 

                                     https://www.facebook.com/StJamesStretham 
  
 

Church Wardens: 
 

Mr. Robert Leeke 
01353-648962 

robertleeke@hotmail.com 
 

Mr. Tim Hill 
07770918883 

timandsuehill@tiscali.co.uk 
 

 

  

  
St. James’ Church 

   

    http://www.stjamesstretham.org 
 

 

Volunteers Needed  
for winding the church clock. 

The village clock on  
St. James’ Church Tower 

needs weekly winding. 
Please contact the church 

wardens to apply! 
 

 

stjamesstretham 

  

 Stretham  Pantry  
in St. James’ Church Porch every Wednesday from 10.30am – Dusk 

For those in need of food: 
Please take what you need 

For those who wish to donate: 
Thank you for leaving items in the Porch 

Excess items will be stored in St. James’ for the following week.  
If you cannot access the Pantry during the above times and are in 
need of food or would like to provide a donation: please contact 
Ellen Leeke (07485226355), Licensed Lay Minister at St. James’ 

Church, to make other arrangements. 
 



 

STRETHAM PLAYERS 

Annual General Meeting 

Sunday 27TH MARCH 2022  

STRETHAM PARISH ROOMS 

4 PM 

 

Anyone who is interested in getting involved with our village amateur dramatic group, please feel free to come along to our AGM. 

We are a friendly, fun gang - no acting experience is needed to join our group. 

 If you suffer from stage fright, there are many other ways you can get involved in this inclusive village group,  

from script reading to make-up and beyond. 

We welcome the young, the not so young and the forever young. 

There will be a hearty welcome for all. 

 

 

Published by Stretham Parish Council.
Front cover photo kindly provided by Hannah Lazarus


