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Parish Council News
The council met on Tuesday 1st March. Here are some of the highlights…
The clerk was taken ill this morning, so the deputy clerk (Alan
Melton) took the notes for the meeting. It was decided to deal with
essential matters only.
Public Participation: A resident questioned the use of threats at
persons who criticise the council on social media sites, quoting the
Human Rights Act. The Deputy Clerk accepted all the points made
by the resident. However, the officers would not accept libellous and
threatening posts and would take appropriate action. The council
has screen shots of posts that are libellous.
A representative of the Bowls Club asked about the nets for the
Bowls Club to stop footballs coming over the hedge. He stated the
bowls club were prepared to pay towards the nets. Councillor Taylor
would obtain a quote for discussion at the next meeting.
A resident raised the question about previous complaints he had
made. The Deputy Clerk said the complaints were being taken seriously, and as long as the complaints are in writing, they would be
investigated.
District Councillor Hunt (ECDC) gave a presentation regarding
the work of ECDC.
Tenders for new boiler in the Parish Rooms - As no tenders
were available at the meeting, members gave authority to the
Chairman and Vice-Chairman to authorise the installation of a new
boiler up to £5,000, subject to tender.
Platinum Jubilee - The Deputy Clerk presented the commemoration coins that had been purchased for distribution to all primary
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school aged children of the village.
Living Roofs - Councillor Taylor said she would investigate “Living
Roof” for community assets for discussion at a future meeting.
Planning Applications:
22/00180/OUM Land at Cambridge Road, Stretham. Object: Outside the development boundary.Over development. Dangerous access and exit onto Cambridge Road.
22/00037/FUL Land West of Saunders Piece, Ely Road, Little
Thetford. Object: The proposal is outside the development boundary. The site is unsuitable due to contamination by radon gas. Unsustainable, no amenities or footpaths.
21/01799/FUM Land at Berry Close, Stretham.Object: Outside
the development area. Access to the site is narrow and unsustainable. Access is via a narrow bend close to the school, affecting access to the school. Major congestion risk.
22/00150/FUL 23, Feast Green Stretham. No Objection.

Progress of the SWCLT - Councillor Roberts reported that the
commencement of phase 4 at Manor Farm would start shortly.
To receive the Financial Report and authorise the RFO to pay
the accounts. Proposed by Councillor Nuttall and seconded by
Councillor Clark that the accounts are paid. Councillor Parish declared an interest and did not vote.

The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 5th April at
7:00pm at the Parish Rooms.
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Items from sub-committees and members
It was reported that people were leaving the footpath at Burying Way
and encroaching onto agricultural land. It was agreed to ask CCC for
signs at each end of the route.
Councillor Murfitt once again asked about the hole in the Parish
Room roof.
It was reported there was mud between the patio doors and the
hedge at the pavilion. Councillor Taylor would investigate and report
back.
Correspondence - No correspondence was discussed, as the clerk
had not been able to pass it onto the deputy clerk.
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 5th April at 7pm in the Parish
Rooms.
The meeting ended at 7.44pm

Your Parish Clerk can be contacted on 07507597368 or via clerk@strethampc.org.uk
For any queries in relation to Stretham and Wilburton Community Land
Trust, please contact swclt.clerk@gmail.com
The Parish Rooms, Pavilion and All Weather Pitch can be booked by calling
Maureen Hutter on 649917 or via email strethamparishrooms@googlemail.
com
If you have any features or photographs that you would like to submit
for the Newsletter then please contact Laura Shearing Tel: 07736840169
email: Laurashearing@rocketmail.com
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Why I Became A Councillor, by Joy Sennitt
When we arrived in Stretham in 1976, if someone
had told me that 46 years later I would be a Parish
Councillor, I would have thought it extremely unlikely.
I didn’t have a clue as to who they were or what they
did. I had immediate priorities to deal with; arriving
with me was my.eighteen-month-old daughter, 25 young
cattle, a brace of whippets, one lurcher and one pony.
I was immediately immersed in rearing calves, visiting
livestock markets, and familiarising myself with the
village. Everyone was friendly to us: Mr. Carter (senior)
in the Post Office, Mr. Williams, the school Head, Arthur
and Miriam Johnson next door, and Pudding Dimock in
his treasure trove shop.
1976 was the year when Hazel Court was opened by
Ernie Edgely and Ted Langford, the first two Councillors
I actually knew by name, but generally, the PC was
referred to as ‘They’. As in ‘They’ should get that
footpath cleared, ‘They’ need to get the hedges cut
back, ‘They’ ought to stop this speeding through the
village etc. In fact, ‘They’ were seemingly responsible
for everything wrong in the village. Gradually, however,
the faceless ‘They’ took on an identity. Janet, whom
I’d first met when my daughter joined SYC, became a
Councillor, as did Charles Roberts, whom I’d met when
he was a schoolboy. I became aware that these people
gave their time voluntarily and were devoted to the
welfare of Stretham. The Feast, highlight of the summer,
is coordinated by the PC and an amazing group of
volunteers, village groups and the Church.
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Over the years, the PC earned my respect. Then
came Covid-19, dramatically changing our lives for
the worse overnight. I, along with many others,
however, received phone calls and messages from
the PC volunteers: ‘send me your shopping list, your
medication will be delivered. Would you like hot
meals?’ All this and so much more organised by the
PC, working with local groups. My paper was delivered
by W.I. Maureen in all weathers, machinists were
turning out scrubs, lunches were cooked in the School
and delivered by volunteers. People were all working
together, and the situation and community spirit was
likened to the war. Indeed, the situation brought out
the best in people, but having lived through the war,
the cruel difference was that Covid-19 separated us,
locked us away from one another, whereas the war
threw us together in crowded underground shelters,
eg, pushed in together, due to bombing. I was so
fortunate to be taken from our Chelsea home by
my.mother, into the care of my.West Sussex grandparents, having the freedom of the lovely Goodwood
estate.
That was a long time ago, and now I’ve come to love
Stretham, and have the greatest respect for all the
councillors who, some long-passed and forgotten, have
worked to make this a village of which we can be justly
proud, without thanks or acknowledgement, their only.
reward knowing they did their best for the village. This
is why I put my name forward, an opportunity to give
something back. I’m grateful for being accepted and,
Councillor or not, Stretham Parish Council will always
have my wholehearted loyalty, support, and greatest
respect.
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Stretham Feast 2022
Friday 13th May – Family picnic and BBQ on the
Rec.
Saturday 14th May – Farmers Market around the
cross 9 – 1pm
Sunday 15th May – 1pm parade, 2pm fayre, dog
show and classic car show on the Rec
At the family BBQ and picnic on
Friday 13th May the Knightingales
will be performing. The Knightingales
are a close three-part harmony trio
that performs well known 1940s
classics. So, bring a bottle and a
blanket, buy from the BBQ and enjoy
the music!
Feast prize draw
1st prize for the Feast prize draw is £250.
Plus many other prizes we are currently collecting from local businesses.
If you run a local business and would like to donate a prize for the draw
please do let us know. Everyone who donates will get a mention in the
Feast special newsletter that will go to over 800 households in the
village and will be promoted at the Feast events that the tickets are
being sold at.
This year, in keeping with our 1940’s
theme, there will be a flypast by a Hawker
Hurricane at the fayre on Sunday 15th.

We desperately need help to set up, dismantle and marshall the
parade during the Feast weekend, without volunteers we will not be
able to have our Feast celebrations so please get in touch if you
can get involved and keep this traditional and popular event going.
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Fun for under 5s with a Parent or Carer

Toys
Crafts
Snacks
Stories
Music
Dance

Little Bears
Mondays 9:15-11:15am
School Term Time Only
at St. James Church

Tea/coffee
and
friendship.
£2 per family

Wishing All a very Happy Easter!
Due to Easter Holidays, Little Bears
will only meet on the 25th in April 2022.

Bunting & Banter Knitting Circle @ St James’
Our news from the pews is that just before Christmas, we
completed our Four Seasons bunting project for St James’. Due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, we were knitting for three of the seasons
in our own homes but I am happy to say we have recently started
to knit together in church again. We are planning to support
charities that are close to our own hearts and we need some help
to enable us to get knitting for them. If any of you have any
knitting yarn you would like to donate, we would be very grateful.
We need yarn that is easy to care for so Double Knitting and Aran
yarns in acrylic are ideal and if we can use them to knit for babies
that would be perfect. If you can donate any yarn, please send
an email to stella.bee112@gmail.com or a text message to 07716
721395 - we can arrange to collect from you. Thank you, Stella.
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Church Wardens:
Mr. Robert Leeke
01353-648962
robertleeke@hotmail.com

St. James’
Church

Mr. Tim Hill
07770918883
timandsuehill@tiscali.co.uk

The church building may
not be open, but God’s
Love and Peace are
available to EVERYONE,
ANY PLACE, ANY TIME.
Please contact us for any
spiritual needs, prayers,
or just a listening ear.

Tiddlywinks Pre-School

Stretham Primary School, Wood Lane,
Stretham, CB6 3JN
www.tiddlywinks-stretham.co.uk
Your local village pre-school for
children aged 2½ to 4 years
Child-led learning through play
in a safe, friendly environment
with excellent links to the
village primary school
Open daily during term time
Mon-Thurs
9.00 – 15.00
Fri
9.00 – 12.00

Places available
For more information or to register
your child please call us on
07483 175 232
or email officetiddlywinks@gmail.com
Registered charity no.1036151

(Opening hours are subject to review and
may increase as and when child numbers
increase)
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Vacancy for Cleaner
Tiddlywinks Pre-School is looking for a Cleaner to work Monday-Friday, term-time only for 1½ hours per day (hours negotiable between 3.30 –
5.30 pm), and to carry out deep cleaning during school holidays.
Hourly rate: £8.91
Ideally, candidates will have previous cleaning experience and an understanding of COSHH guidelines.
This post is subject to enhanced DBS and relevant employment checks.
To request further information, request a Job Description or apply for this position, please call 07483 175232 or contact Susan Yardy at
officetiddlywinks@gmail.com or Hannah Parkinson at hannahparkinsontiddlywinks@gmail.com
This position is exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974. Tiddlywinks is an equal opportunities employer.

Dog Fouling
The East Cambridgeshire District Council Public Space Protec�on Order came into eﬀect in 2018. The Order makes it an oﬀence to allow
a dog to foul on public land and not clear up a�er it.
A breach of the Order is a criminal oﬀence and will result in a ﬁxed penalty no�ce of £80.00, or upon summary convic�on, a ﬁne of
£1000.
How to report dog fouling
Please let East Cambs District Council know if you encounter any dog fouling, once reported, the East Cambs Street Scene Team aim to
remove it by the end of the next working day. If there is an area in general where dog fouling is a problem, please let us know so we can
assess the area for adequate disposal facili�es and add the area to the monitoring list.
East Cambs can inves�gate, issue warnings, ﬁxed penalty no�ces or even prosecute people who fail to clear up a�er their dog, providing
you know who that person is, have witnesses the incident and are prepared to give a statement and possibly go to court. You must ensure that you have actually seen them allow their dog to foul and fail to clear it up. Do not assume that because a person walks the same
way each day that it is their dog causing the mess.
Please ring or go to the East Cambs website for more informa�on:
01353 665555
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Stretham Sporting U14s Football Team say, ‘thank you’.
All members of the Stretham Sporting U14s football team
were delighted when they heard that they had received
sponsorship for new kits.
The team would like to give a big shout out to Masters
Logistical Services Ltd. for the supply of the blue and
white home kits and Laragh Homes for the striking orange
away kit.
The boys are all very grateful for sponsorship from these
local companies.
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