
THE STRETHAM PARISH NEWSLETTER. MARCH 2022

Parish Council   Features   School   Youth Centre   What’s On



Parish Council News

The Council met on Tuesday the 1st February 2022, 
and here are some highlights.

The Council comments on the following planning applications;

22/00037/FUL – Land West of Saunders Piece, Ely Road, 
Little Thetford. Change of use to a mix of Gypsy and Traveller 
residential use, with construction of three residential pitches 
for equestrian use, and three stable blocks. The Council 
objected to this application. 

The Council welcomed new Councillors, Councillor Sennitt 
and Councillor Sennitt – Clough. Councillor Sennitt will also 
be the new Charity Trustee on Stretham Charities, represent-
ing the Parish Council. 

Councillor Roberts gave an update on the tree project. 575 
trees have been donated to the project, 3 good sites have 
been identified, including along the fence of the cemetery 
and the cemetery footpath. The planting will take place this 
month. If you are interested in joining the planting team, 
please contact the Clerk.

Councillor Bill Hunt gave an overview on what is 
happening in the district. Here are some key points;

1. Currently Still working (with Police as lead) to enforce car 
parking compliance without charging for Car Parking in Ely 
centre.
2. We will be doing a survey during spring. Please complete so 
we know what’s wanted.
3. I am currently pushing for a 20mph area Green End/A1123 
area. 
4. The Administration at ECDC hopes to see a nil rise in ECDC 
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The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 1st March at 
7:00pm at the Parish Rooms. 

Council tax in 2022/23, which is 8th year on run.
5. ECDC Supports £45 million new Princess of Wales 
development.
6. ECDC supporting St Mary’s Surgery upgrade with 
£750,000.
7. Soham Station now open. ECDC is now pushing for direct 
track from Soham to Cambridge.
8. I support a new A10 (Dual) linking Milton/A14 to A142/A10 
BP Roundabout. I support this for many reasons, including 
better for cycles and residents of Cambridge Road Stretham.
9. Green Wheelie bins now as usual.

The Council and other committees are currently 
organising various events to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. Please keep an eye in the Newsletter for updates. 

The Clerk reported to the Council that the boiler at the 
Parish Rooms has broken. The Council asked the Clerk to 
replace it. 

Your Parish Clerk can be contacted on 07507597368 or via clerk@stre-

thampc.org.uk

For any queries in relation to Stretham and Wilburton Community Land 

Trust, please contact swclt.clerk@gmail.com

 

The Parish Rooms, Pavilion and All Weather Pitch can be booked by calling 

Maureen Hutter on 649917 or via email strethamparishrooms@googlemail.

com

If you have any features or photographs that you would like to submit 

for the Newsletter then please contact Laura Shearing Tel: 07736840169 

email: Laurashearing@rocketmail.com
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What’s On

• This is the group responsible for running of the Village Centre after                                                    
opening

Village Centre Update – February 2022
 

From the recent consultation, the proposed name Stretham 
Community Hub got the most votes, so that is the working name 
of the new village centre.
 
Otherwise, we continue to work on the next steps as set out in 
the last newsletter.
 
We aware of deliberate misinformation being spread on social 
media about the village centre. Please refer to the website for 
details of the project as it progresses, including some of the 
frequently asked questions. In particular, we do not have a final 
cost for the building, final funding calculations or details of any 
possible impact to the precept. We are continuing to progress 
the project to the stage where we have these details and to 
move the project forwards so that we do not lose the funding 
already secured. 
 
  

Vacancy for Stretham Charity Trustee 

An interesting opportunity has arisen for a Trustee to join the 
Stretham Charity.  

Trustees form the governing body of the Charity and are 
responsible for the management and administration of its 
income generating assets namely, Investment Funds, 5 
Cottages, and the Allotments within the village.  

As a Trustee you will be required to attend 6 meetings a year 
and make decisions on Grant applications in line with the wishes 
as set out in 1553 by Dr. Richard Rysley with later bequests in 
1717 and 1727 from Mrs Martha Digby, and Lady Effingham 
Howard. 

If you might be interested in this role please contact  

The Clerk by email    :   strethamcharityclerk@gmail.com  

Closing date for Applications is 14th March 2022  
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Janet Parish

Chair of the 
council
Chair of the Feast 
committee
Chair of 
amenities

Retired senior 
local government 
officer – Children 
youth and 
community

Chair of Stretham 
Youth Centre
Trustee of the 
Stretham Charity

Charles Roberts

Vice Chair of the 
council
Chair of the 
village tree 
planting project

Consultant and 
Farmer Chair of SWCLT

Mick Murfitt Retired

Organises bingo 
to raise money 
for the Air 
Ambulance
Stretham Charity 
Trustee

Jenny Markham Child Carer
Stretham Charity 
Trustee
Scout Leader

Jo Taylor

Chair or 
Recreation 
Ground 
Committee

Senior Technical 
Support 
Consultant

Clerk to the 
Stretham Charity
Chair of the 
Stretham Players

Kat Clarke Veterinary Nurse

Stretham Charity 
Trustee
Stretham Youth 
Centre 
Committee

Peter Speed Retired Stretham Charity 
Trustee

Vacant
Vacant

Kim Bolderson Clerk to the council clerk@strethampc.org.u
k

Alan Melton
Assistant Clerk and 
Responsible Financial 
Officer (RFO)

finance@strethampc.org
.uk

The Parish Council is leading an ambitious and exciting tree planting 
project during 2022 to coincide with The Queen’s Green Canopy 
initiative

The Queen’s Green Canopy is a unique tree planting initiative created 
to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee which invites people from 
across the United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee”.

In Her Majesty’s Jubilee year councillors hope to plant not just one 
tree but one thousand and twenty two trees! The project known as 
One Thousand and Twenty Two in 2022 will help to make our village a 
greener and more beautiful place for us and future generations to enjoy. 
Of course trees and hedgerows also provide a valuable habitat for birds 
and other wildlife and they reduce the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 
so helping us all to enjoy a cleaner brighter future.

The One Thousand and Twenty Two in 2022 project will involve a great 
deal of planning to identify planting sites and appropriate tree species. 
It is hoped that many of the trees planted adjacent to footpaths will 
bear fruit, nuts or berries providing seasonal foraging opportunities for 
passers by and wildlife. Hedgerows may also be planted if suitable sites 
are identified.

The project is being led by councillors Kathryn Clark, Jenny Markham 
and Charles Roberts supported by Kim Bolderson the Parish Clerk. 
Councillors are engaging with the cubs and scouts groups and the 
school to inspire younger generations to get involved. It is hoped that 
many more people will join in to support the project.

How can you get involved? 

One of the first tasks is to create a map of possible planting sites - pass 
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Stretham Community Primary School 
Art Exhibition – Spring 2022 

 

A new tradition has been launched at Stretham Community Primary School – an annual art exhibition.   
For our inaugural Art Exhibition we chose the theme ‘Art Through The Ages’ 

  
 Reception Class researched the Renaissance period 

and focused on the Mona Lisa by Leonardo Da 
Vinci; creating their own versions with their 
features! 
  
Year 1 and Year 2 studied the Impressionists.  Year 
1 looked at Claude Monet landscapes and created 
their own winter themed art pieces using tape and 
paint whilst Year 2 looked at Vincent Van Gogh and 
created realistic flower paintings, inspired by his 
Sunflowers.   
  
  
 The next stage was Art Nouveau and Year 3 were inspired by the work of Gustav Klimt, focusing on the patterns within his images. 
They created their own 'Tree of Life' images using oil pastels. Year 4 learnt about Fauvism, a movement which began in the early 
1900s. Colour was the central aspect in this movement and the children created striking collages using layers of bold coloured paper.  
  
Year 5 studied Cubism which emerged in France in the early 1900s, overlapping with Fauvism. Year 5 were inspired by Pablo 
Picasso’s portraits; making facial features the most important part of their artwork and creating thought-provoking 'faces' using vivid 
colour.   
Finally, after the First World War, there was the Surrealist movement where art had a dream-like quality full of symbolism. Inspired 
by Salvador Dali, Year 6 used modelling clay to create their own trees and melting clocks! 

All the children across Stretham School created super artwork and they were rightly proud of their work.  A selection of this artwork 
can be seen at the Babylon Gallery in Ely; forming a part of their East Cambs Schools’ Art Exhibition. 

If you are in Ely – why not pop in and see! 
 

any suggestions you have to one of the councillors or the Parish Clerk.
Planting sites might be alongside footpaths or byways, on open spaces 
or even in your own garden if the tree can be viewed from the public 
realm. Share your ideas and the council will consider them and seek 
any necessary permissions to plant etc.

Planting of the trees will take place mainly in the autumn planting 
season although some will be planted sooner. If you want to help with 
planting (it isn’t all digging - measuring out and fitting tree guards etc. 
are lighter tasks!) get in touch and the team will let you know when 
planting parties are planned.

The council has allocated a budget to get the project underway but 
trees can be expensive so if you would like to donate or sponsor a tree 
please contact the Parish Clerk or one of the councillors.

The Parish Newsletter will contain information as the project 
progresses. Let’s look forward to a greener Stretham!
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www.haddenhamsurgery.nhs.uk 

 
 

The new vaccine for the 5-11 year old children (in a clinical risk group, or who are 
a household contact of someone who is immunosuppressed) has arrived at the 
two local vaccination centres and local clinics have now started.  Eligible children 
should receive written notice and guidance as to how and where to book their 
appointment.  If you feel your child is eligible and have not received notification, 
please contact the surgery and we will check the criteria for this group.  More 

information can be found on our website; just click on the “UPDATE” icon on the home page. 
 
Covid Pass/Recovery Letters or Certificates   
If you have tested positive and are using the NHS App, your COVID passport will not be available 
for at least fourteen days after the date you were confirmed as having a positive test result.  Once 
the fourteen days have passed your COVID pass should become available again for you to 
download. 
 
Please do not contact the surgery for recovery letters, as we are unable to help.  Please call 119 
or visit the Government website for information or the links can be found on our website on our 
“COVID19 INFO” page.  
 
The Health Check is a screening appointment for those aged 40-74 years to 
assess your risks of developing health conditions such as heart disease, Type 
2 Diabetes, stroke, high blood pressure or high cholesterol.  Over the last three 
months, around seventy of our patients have attended their NHS Health Check 
with “Healthy You”.  A third of these patients were referred back to the surgery 
for further investigation of high blood pressure or high cholesterol and 12% were referred on to 
other services offered by Healthy You such as Weight Management, Smoking Cessation, Health 
Trainers, Falls Prevention and Drink Less health trainers.   
 
We have been sending a text to patients to let them know that Healthy You will be contacting 
them to make an appointment, but if you haven’t had a Health Check for five years and don’t take 
medication for blood pressure, high cholesterol or diabetes you can call 0333 005 0093 to make 
an appointment or Text HEALTHYU to 60777 and they will call you back. 

 
 
If you are aged 25-49 you should have a smear every 
three years, or 50-64 it is every five years.   
 
Two women die every day from cervical cancer, but getting 
your screening can help stop it before it starts.  There is a 
national recall system, but if you think it is longer that this 
since your last smear, call us so we can make you an 
appointment.   
 

For more information visit: 
www.nhs.uk/cervicalscreening 
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Feast 2022 Update 

 

We are pleased to say that plans for the 2022 Feast are being made.  

The Feast committee has decided to pick up from where we had to stop in 
2020.  

The celebrations will consist of: 

Friday 13th May – Party in the park with fair. 

Saturday 14th May – Farmer’s market. 

Sunday 15th May – Parade, Dog Show and Feast Fayre. 

More details on these events will be shared once they are confirmed. Please do 
save these dates in your diary. 

Our chosen charity remains the same as it would have been in 2020 – Blood 
Bikes who support professional’s by providing a rapid response medical 
transport service for the NHS Free of Charge. 

The theme will be the 1940’s. 

The village will be decorated in early May ready for the Feast, the decorations 
will stay up until after the Queens Platinum Jubilee in June. 

We would encourage everyone to decorate their houses with the Union Jack or 
in red, white and blue for the Feast and Jubilee. 

If you would like to volunteer to help set up or dismantle for any of these events 
or would like a stall, please get in touch with the Parish Council Clerk. 

 

 



Fridays 9.30—12.30  
             Re star�ng Sept 24th 

FOR THE OVER 60’S 

 

Venue— Stretham Youth Centre, 73 High St,  

Stretham, CB6 3LD Stretham 

 

To find out more or to book a place please ring Donna on 07875624703  

 

 

 

LHI Bid – Speed Reduction Measures Newmarket Road Stretham 

In 2019 Stretham Parish Council was successful in obtaining permission and a 
grant for traffic calming along the A1123.  

The plan included speed reduction to 40mph along Newmarket Road and a 
give way to oncoming traffic island just before the Manor Farm entrance.  

The lockdowns slowed down the whole process and the County Council 
Highways Department are still waiting for a road safety audit and formal 
pricing from their contractors. 

The whole process is now moving onto the next stage The council will be 
contributing towards the cost. 

We will put further updates in the newsletter. 
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 Stretham  Pantry  
in St. James’ Church Porch  

every Wednesday (School Term-Time Only) from 10.30am – Dusk 

For those in need of food: 
Please take what you need 

For those who wish to donate: 
Thank you for leaving items in the Porch 

If you cannot access the Pantry during the above times and are in 
need of food or would like to provide a donation: please contact 
Ellen Leeke (07485226355), Licensed Lay Minister at St. James’ 

Church, to make other arrangements. 
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ALL are Welcome at this 
Special Service created by 

Women from England, 
Wales & Northern Ireland 

1.30pm 
Friday, March 4th 

at St. James’ Church, 
Stretham 

 

  

ALL are WELCOME! Come and worship with us! 
10am Weekly Sunday Services 

  27 March: 10am Mothering Sunday Service  
 
 

We encourage continued use of hand sanitiser when entering & exiting 
the church and wearing face masks when walking around within the 

building.  We support Track & Trace and have a QR code. 
 

                                     https://www.facebook.com/StJamesStretham 
  
 

Church Wardens: 
 

Mr. Robert Leeke 
01353-648962 

robertleeke@hotmail.com 
 

Mr. Tim Hill 
07770918883 

timandsuehill@tiscali.co.uk 
 

 

  

  
St. James’ Church 

   

    http://www.stjamesstretham.org 
 

 
 

 

stjamesstretham 

  



 
Little Bears 

 

Mondays 9:15-11:15am  
School Term Time Only 

at St. James Church 

           

Fun for 0-5s with a Parent or Carer   

Toys 
Crafts 
Snacks 
Stories 
Music 
Dance 

Tea/coffee 
and 

friendship. 

£2 per family 
 

 
    

              

Tiddlywinks Pre-School 
Stretham Primary School, Wood Lane, 

Stretham, CB6 3JN 
www.tiddlywinks-stretham.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 

Your local village pre-school for 
children aged 2½ to 4 years 
 

Child-led learning through play 
in a safe, friendly environment 
with excellent links to the 
village primary school 
 

Open daily during term time 
Mon-Thurs  9.00 – 15.00 
Fri     9.00 – 12.00 
 (Opening hours are subject to review and 
may increase as and when child numbers 
increase) 
 

Places available 
For more information or to register  

your child please call us on  
07483 175 232 

or email officetiddlywinks@gmail.com 
 

Registered charity no.1036151 
 

Published by Stretham Parish Council.
Front cover photo kindly provided by Zsuzsa


