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1.01 This Design and Access Statement has been prepared by Haysom 
Ward Miller Architects to support an application by Stretham Parish 
Council for planning permission to construct a new Village Centre

1.02 This Design and Access Statement includes an appraisal of the site 
and its surrounding context and it explains the principles which 
have informed this proposal.

Use
1.03 Following consultation with the village, the building comprises a 

collection of rooms to satisfy community needs, including a multi 
purpose hall, function room, community cafe and micro business 
units.

1.04 Stretham Parish Council will operate the buildings containing the 
main hall, cafe, meeting rooms, council rooms and function rooms.  

1.05 Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust propose to 
undertake the management of the micro retail and business units 
which will provide cost effective premises for local start up 
businesses, and a venue for those seeking to work nearer to home.

Amount
1.06 The building is arranged as a series of wings around two primary 

courtyards, one public which forms an entrance court and one 
more private to enhance the hire of the function rooms. Full details 
can be seen in the brief on page 8.

1.07 There are a total of 42 car parking spaces provided, including 4 no. 
disabled spaces close to the building.

2.01 Manor Farm has been the site of a Community Land Trust-led 
housing development at Stretham, with 3 phases of completed 
housing and a further 4th phase currently on site.  This site is located 
at the north end of the green between phases 2 and 4, and has been 
identified as suitable for community facilities.  

2.02 Outline Planning Approval has previously been granted on the site 
for a  GP surgery and 6no. CLT managed office/works units.  This 
approval included parking provision for 41 cars, plus further space for 
an ambulance and portable MSRI scanning unit. Due to recent events 
the local GP surgery has been unable to push forward the NHS 
approval of the creation of a new building, and so the site has not yet 
been developed. 

2.03 The opportunity to propose an alternative community use for the 
site has arisen from acknowledged community need.  Stretham Parish 
Council and Stretham and Wilburton Community Land Trust have 
agreed to co-operate with proposals for this new development,

2.04 In February 2022 a Pre-application enquiry was submitted.  This 
established that the proposal would be in accordance with current 
relevant planning policy.
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The National Planning Policy Framework

3.01 The NPPF states that at the heart of the Framework is a presumption in 
favour of sustainable development.  Achieving sustainable development 
means that the planning system has three overarching objectives: an 
economic objective, a social objective, an environmental objective.

3.02 Policy 84 promotes the support for a prosperous rural economy and that 
planning policies and decisions should enable the sustainable growth and 
expansion of all types of business in rural areas, and the development of 
accessible local services and community facilities.

3.03 Policy 92. states that planning policies and decisions should aim to achieve 
healthy, inclusive and safe places which promote social interaction, including 
opportunities for meetings between people who might not otherwise 
come into contact with each other – for example through mixed-use 
developments, strong neighbourhood centres, street layouts that allow for 
easy pedestrian and cycle connections within and between 
neighbourhoods, and active street frontages.

3.04 Policy 93. states that planning policies and decisions should provide the 
social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the community needs.

East Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2015

3.05 The Local Plan reflects the National Policy in Section 2.5 which state the 
Strategic Objectives, which aim to: 

• support the local economy and help create more jobs in the district, which 
meet local employment needs, reduces out-commuting, and helps to 
increase the sustainability and self- containment of communities in East 
Cambridgeshire,

• support and enhance the vitality and viability of town and village centres, 
as places for shopping, leisure and community activities,

• ensure that new development is of high quality and sustainable design 
which reflects local character and distinctiveness, provides attractive and 
safe environments, and is supported by appropriate facilities and services, 
and,

• ensure a high quality of life by maintaining and delivering strategic and local 
infrastructure and facilities needed to support local communities.

East Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2015 -  Stretham 

3.06 Within the Local Plan the planning needs of each town and village are 
considered.  For the village of Stretham the Plan states that no new 
employment allocation sites are proposed on the edge of Stretham; 
however, suitable new employment proposals within or on the edge 
of the village will be supported in principle, subject to Policies EMP 2, 
EMP 3 and EMP 4. 

3.07 Consultation into the Local Plan has identified that residents in 
Stretham have indicated a desire for improvements to infrastructure 
and facilities in the village, including improvements to the community/
village hall.

This Proposal

3.08 This proposal will contribute to the economic vitality and sustainability  
of the village by providing start up work units for use by the local 
community.  This will support local businesses, promote working 
nearer to home and provide employment opportunities for those 
within the village. 

3.09 The Community Hub will act as a social centre and a focal point for 
social activities with the local community.  The existing Parish Rooms 
are no longer fit for purpose and the new Community Hub will help 
to meet the long term needs of the village, with flexible spaces to 
provide a wide range of uses and activities. This will support and 
enhance the vitality and viability of Stretham as a village centre,

3.10 The buildings will be designed to achieve high environmental 
performance standards which will minimise the buildings’ energy 
requirements and reduce running costs.   The business units and local 
amenity functions will help reduce out-commuting, and help to 
increase the sustainability and self- containment of the village 
community. 
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4.01 The site is located to the east of the main village, at the top of the 
recent Manor Farm development where the new road, Petersfield, joins 
to Plantation Gate.  

4.02 As part of the consultation process six locations across the village were 
considered as potential sites for the Community Hub.  This site was 
considered most appropriate for various reasons:

• its connectivity to the centre of the village and local primary school,
• the availability of sufficient space to meet the necessary space 

standards and parking requirements, which are not achievable in the 
centre of the village, 

• the availability of the land due to its integration into the CLT-led 
development of Manor Farm,

• the development on this site would not result in the loss of amenities 
on other potentially available sites.

4.03 To the south the central Manor Farm green forms a focal point around 
which the houses have been arranged.  There are impressive south facing 
views from Plantation Gate across this green to open countryside 
beyond. This presents a tremendous opportunity to provide good quality 
visual and spacial connectivity across the development.

4.05 The site has good pedestrian connections to the rest of the village via 
Plantation Gate.  New footpaths also thread through the Manor Farm 
development to the east towards the river, and southwards through the 
green spaces of the new housing towards the allotments and beyond.

4.06 Many communal facilities, including Parish Rooms, Youth Club and church 
are located in the centre of the village.  This site forms an opportunity to 
provide new facilities closer to this developing community, where there 
is good pedestrian and vehicle access, and where there is space to meet 
the requirements of the brief.  

Footpaths / pedestrian links

Stretham Community Centre

Haysom Ward Miller 
C h a r t e r e d  A r c h i t e c t s

 

Village Centre Site

On key focal point on Plantation Gate 
in new Manor Farm development.

Good pedestrian access from the 
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4.   CONTEXTUAL  APPRAISAL - buildings and site analysis

4.07 The design of the CLT-led housing development at Manor Farm was 
informed through a lengthy community engagement process.  The brief 
which came out of this engagement was for a housing scheme which 
reflected the scale, placement, materials and massing of the existing 
houses within the existing village.  As a result many of these new houses 
reflect the rural character of the location, referencing barns, out 
buildings, or simple cottages.  

4.08 Similarly the brief for the community hub has been to reflect the rural 
context.  The proposed building will take inspiration from local large 
scale robust brick agricultural buildings, with timber and steel detailing.  
These rural structures are often arranged around inward facing 
courtyards, where buildings of varying sizes create a sense of enclosure 
and containment around the open spaces.

4.09 This site lies between the residential area and open fields and farmland.  
Plantation Gate is a well used public footpath and farm track which links 
the farmyard of Manor Farm to the centre of the village.  

4.10 Throughout the consideration of this community site, its position at the 
north end of the green and within reach of a number of footpaths has 
encouraged the placement of a public square here.

4.11 The brief for the building includes a range of uses, which suit an 
arrangement around courtyards.  These buildings can open out onto 
these courtyards and gardens reducing the need for openings in the 
external walls.  The buildings then act as acoustic barriers for any 
activities within the courtyards.

4.12 The main parking space is placed on the north of the site, shielded from 
the public spaces by the buildings, and contained behind a brick wall 
where there is a level change adjacent the new houses.

 

Local buildings at 
Manor Farm

Historic precedents



5. CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT

Stretham Community Hub   Page 7
Haysom Ward Miller

5.01 Community engagement around the proposed provision of a new Village 
Centre has been on-going in Stretham since 2018, following a village-wide 
consultation in 2016 about how to improve the existing Parish Rooms, 
which led to the consensus that a new facility was needed. After part of 
the funding required for a new facility was secured in 2020, a site location 
was identified and initial designs were developed in early 2021, with public 
consultation then taking place on an updated design in November 2021. 
This latter stage of community engagement took place between 16th 
November and 14th December 2021 (‘the consultation period’). It aimed 
to engage local groups or organisations most likely to use the new facility 
regularly or frequently (‘user groups’), as well as the wider parish 
population (‘local residents’), in the preparation of plans that form the 
basis of the planning application, and is the subject of this Report. 

5.02 The community engagement process was facilitated by specialist 
community engagement consultants, Yellobelly, on behalf of the applicant.  
A Statement of Community Consultation has been prepared by Yellobelly 
and is submitted as a supporting document to this application.

5.03 The applicant wanted to ensure the whole community had the 
opportunity to get involved and have their say at an early stage in the 
process, before the designs for the Village Centre had been finalised. This 
was achieved by sharing information with all residents via the parish 
newsletter which is delivered to all homes in the parish; contacting local 
user groups; holding two community engagement events; and sharing 
information via the Stretham Parish Council website. The events took the 
form of a workshop with user groups, plus a subsequent drop-in public 
exhibition for local residents. Feedback was invited via the events, feedback 
forms, the website and email, for consideration by the applicant and the 
project architects. 

5.04 Through this process of consultation the Brief for the Community Hub 
was established.  Earlier sketch proposals were tabled at the consultation 
events and the design evolved in response to feedback, including 
alterations to internal circulation, expansion of the scope for theatre and 
performances, WC access and parking provision.

5.05 A Statement of Community Consultation has been prepared by Yellobelly 
and is attached as a supporting document to this application.

Engagement events



6. THE DEVELOPMENT BRIEF

 

Stretham Community Hub   Page 8
Haysom Ward Miller

Through the process of Consultation the Brief was developed as 
follows:

The Main Hall, able to seat up to 150 people with a raised stage at one 
end suitable for drama and similar performances.  Floor of the main hall 
must be suitable for exercise or dance classes.  Chairs and tables used in 
the Main Hall can be stored away in the Stage Store when not in use.  
The Main Hall will have sliding/folding doors to the outdoor terrace 
which can be opened in good weather and for suitable functions.

The Stage Store Room can store items for regular users of the Main 
Hall, including chairs, tables etc., and other store items related to the 
stage and performances.  This room could also double up as a Green 
Room during performances.

The Outdoor Terrace / Garden Courtyard could have permanent 
fixings for a marquee or similar to be erected if required for larger 
functions and /or allow outdoor dining. 

The Function Room can be used in conjunction with the Main Hall or 
independently.   The room will have access to sthe kitchen. When not 
used for functions, this room can be used as a Community Café. 

The Community Cafe can operate independently of the Function 
Room, will have primary access to the Bar and connect to the kitchen.  
This space should relate to an external area for sitting out. 

The Bar is required to be able to serve both the Social Club and the 
Function Room separately or together. 

WC’s with flexibility of use between the Social Club, Function Room 
and the Main Hall.  Consider some separation to avoid conflict between 
separate functions in different rooms.

The Kitchen needs to be of sufficient standard to cope with large 
functions and be well connected to the Bar/Social Club, Function Room 
and Main Hall.

The Meeting Room can be rented out but will also be used for smaller 
Council meetings - possibly able to split into 2 rooms.  Used as dressing 
room for performances.  The Parish Council regular meetings will be 
usually held in the Main Hall so that the public can attend. 

The Council Office providing room for 2 desks, plus storage for the 
Clerk.   A Council Store will be used to store Council assets.

Other requirements /considerations 

Parking  In compliance with the District Council space standards.
Sustainability
The target should be to keep running costs & maintenance as low as reasonably 
possible Options to consider should include: ground source heat pumps / solar 
panels for water / electricity, EV charging points
Collection of rainwater for gardening / irrigation ? 
Excellent Insulation 
Security  
Building security should deter vandalism.  (Note broken windows that occur when 
buildings not occupied) 
Community participation 
Consider ways community can be involved in the building 
Funded stones / bricks / walkway  
History of the village 
Landscaping 
Appearance
Needs to be attractive venue for e.g. weddings, parties 
The design should fit into a rural landscape; or 
Is a clearly modern, iconic and a distinctive building. Stretham Community Centre

Haysom Ward Miller 
C h a r t e r e d  A r c h i t e c t s
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7.01 The main spaces have been laid out around two courtyards.

7.02 Vehicle parking is located to the north of the site, with visitor access 
through a covered walkway which leads into the first courtyard.  This acts 
as the entrance court, and the central external focus of the buildings.  It is 
envisioned that the primary means of access to the building will be on 
foot, via the Plantation Gate, so in terms of entrance hierarchy, this 
courtyard is the principal point of entry.  It is also a place to gather, to 
meet, to sit out to appreciate the view, in a sheltered south facing 
enclosed square.  

7.03 This courtyard is enclosed by the micro business units, the social club and 
the main hall.  It is a space that can host tables and chairs for sitting out 
and areas for childrens’ play.  The Parish Council is keen to see it animated 
by a ‘market’ alongside the micro business units which open onto it.  A 
large opening to the hall is envisioned to enable performance directed to 
the courtyard.

7.04 The second courtyard is more private, reached through the building, and 
could be used for weddings and other functions in conjunction with the 
hall and function room.  It would be large enough to enable a marquee to 
be erected.  Council rooms would be reached from here.

7.05 The foyer connects these two external spaces and serves as the main 
pivotal point of access between the various function rooms.  It is the main 
lobby to the hall, with a stage at its southern end, and adjacent store 
room.

7.06 The social club and function room / cafe form the north wing of the 
building, with a kitchen centrally placed to conveniently serve them and 
the hall.

7.07 The plant room is located over the kitchen and an AV room above the 
wc’s.

7.08 PHASING
Due to possible funding constraints and operational flexibility, it is likely 
that the development will be carried out over three phases.  The first 
phase will be the main hall, community cafe, kitchens, wc’s and other 
associated rooms forming the central spine of the centre.  Phase 2 will be 
the CLT operated craft and works units. Phase 3 will be the Function 
Room and Council Offices.  The design has taken this potential phasing 
into account so that later phases do not disrupt those elements already 
operational.

Parking
Kitchen

Community 
Cafe

Function 
room

Craft 
units

Hall
Store

Council 
rooms

Meeting

Village 
square

Garden 
square

Cycles

Phase IV

Deliveries

Foyer

Early concept sketch 
considering arrangement 
of spaces,  access and 
movement

Craft 
units
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Stretham Community Hub   Page 10
Haysom Ward Miller

8.01 The buildings are predominantly made up of brick walls forming single 
storey wings with pitched slate roofs.  The buildings are not clustered 
together into a single large mass of structure,  but instead the 
arrangement is of smaller buildings around courtyards to create a 
more intimate character, with most of the roofs, gables and walls of a 
more domestic scale.  The Main Hall is the larger of the buildings, 
which stands out within the hierarchy of structures.  It forms the 
central focal point for the community hub. 

8.02 Openings in the walls primarily face the courtyards, enlivening these 
elevations and encouraging communal activities there.  In good 
weather the internal spaces can be opened up to the courtyards 
which benefit from good views onto green space and daylight. 

8.03 Openings in walls facing the streets are minimised to reduce 
projection of sound outwards.  Rooflights bring daylight into the heart 
of the spaces.

9.01 This design is inspired by local agricultural buildings of a similar scale 
that sit comfortably in the landscape.  Gables will include decorative  
brick patterns inspired by details seen on existing local brick barn 
walls.

9.02 Pitched roofs will be covered in slates.  It is intended to include a 
photovoltaic array for renewable energy production, and the use of 
slate enables the panels to be recessed into the roof, lessening their 
impact.

9.03 Windows and doors will be of thermally high performance timber and 
aluminium.

9.04 Gutters would be galvanised steel.

9. APPEARANCE



10.  LANDSCAPE - soft landscaping
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10.01 Shrubs and trees will frame the perimeter of the carpark which will soften 
the hard landscaping and help to demarcate the entrance.  

10.02 Planting to the front of the work units to the west will feature birches, 
blossom trees with low shrub and ground cover, providing dappled shade 
and separation from the street.  There will be provision for bicycle parking 
beneath these trees.

10.03 Planting along Plantation Gate will be include birches and blossom trees, 
but also more ornamental shrubs and perennial planting near the south 
entrance and car park. Wildflower lawns and sward will feature across the 
site managed in different ways to create formal amenity spaces in the 
courtyards, and informal wilder spaces along the eastern edge, including 
occasional or small groups of trees.  This soft landscaping between the 
building and the street, will provide  screening and outlook onto green 
spaces.

10.04 The presence of two courtyards give great opportunity for varied planting 
which can accommodate various activities.  The landscape plan includes 
wildflower lawns,  mown lawn and deciduous and blossom trees.

10.05 Ecology:  A large range of species will be used to provide better resilience 
to disease;  planting will aim to maximise opportunities to support wildlife 
with forage and shelter, and provide year round colour and interest for the 
community; planting will also be chosen for low maintenance and drought 
tolerance. 

10.06 Trees indicative species: native birch, amelanchier, flowering apple and 
cherry, occasional large deciduous tree where room allows

10.07 Shrubs to be non native, ornamental, chosen for long-flowering and 
berries. 

10.08 Seed mixes:  Wildflower sward and lawn: 
1. Emorsgate EM2 which can be mown as lawn or maintained as meadow 
sward (native species) 
https://wildseed.co.uk/mixtures/view/3/standard-general-purpose-meadow- mixture 
2: Central court: Pictoria Meadows perennial seed mix such as Turkish 
Delight: 
https://www.pictorialmeadows.co.uk/pictorial-perennial-meadow-seeds

Blossom trees such as amelanchier, 
flowering cherry and crab apples will 
combine with native birches and 
occasional feature trees.

Edges will include bulbs and wildflower 
sward with trees

Planting in the courtyard seating area 
and to the entrances will feature 
seasonal interest flowers and wildlife 
value including hebe, lavender, 
ornamental grasses,  herbs and 
perennials 

Wildflower lawns framed with mown 
paths; largely native wildflowers and 
grass.  The west courtyard may feature 
more wild/ornamental mix from 
Pictorial Meadows, the east courtyard 
may be maintained as low wildflower 
lawn. 

Lonicera pileata 



10. LANDSCAPE - hard landscaping
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Car park and work units 
frontage: trees and shrubs 
add height and screening 

Tar and chip roadway, with 
matching gravel in permeable 
grid for bays; concrete pavior 
dividers 

Surface demarcates pedestrian 
routes; materials followed 
through to courtyard 

10.09 The indicative proposal will be for the hard landscaping to be made up 
from materials which will have a warm and soft texture, be in-keeping with 
the simple robust rural context and sympathetic to the materials 
historically available within the area, thereby representative of the 
vernacular.  

10.10 Within the car parking area the tarmac will be inset with chipping to 
soften the visual impact of the tarmac and to provide a more textured 
surface.  The parking spaces will be grids inset with gravel.  Pedestrian 
walkways will be clearly demarcated with textures and variations in 
surfaces

10.11 Within the courtyards the hard landscaping will consist of buff pavers with 
some edging.  Different textures will be used to demarcate the seating 
areas from the circulation zones.  

Marshalls Drivesett 
Tegula Priora  - 
permeable paving 
for pedestrian areas

20mm gravel 
for car park 
areas 

Marshalls 
Drivesett Argent 
Priora Block 
Paving Light 

Marshalls Towngate - 
Indian sandstone

Marshalls Perfecta - 
composite 
(Yorkstone 
aggregate)

Images taken from Anglesey 
Abbey car park
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11.01 ACOUSTICS

The layout of the buildings have been arranged taking into account 
the potential noise generated by the proposed activities so that 
the function spaces open onto the enclosed courtyards which 
shield the spaces from the wider area.  Sharps Redmore Acoustics 
Consultants have been commissioned to carry out an acoustic 
report to assess the potential impact of such activities upon the 
wider community.  Their report concludes that there would be no 
significant adverse noise impact from the proposed hall, given the 
caveat on closed windows during any event with amplified music.  
The proposal could operate without detriment to the residential 
amenity of neighbouring properties.   

11.02 GEO-ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

A Phase I desk Study and Phase II Intrusive Investigation has been 
undertaken by Environmental Protection Strategies Ltd to 
determine the ground conditions and to establish if there are any 
geo-environmental risks associated with the proposed 
development.  The report concludes that there is no evidence of 
contamination noted during the fieldwork and confirmatory 
laboratory analysis of soil samples and that the site is therefore 
considered safe and suitable for its proposed end use.

11.03 FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT & DRAINAGE STRATEGY

A report has been produced by GH Bullard and Associates LLP.  
The Environment Agency Flood Risk Map show that the site is at 
very low risk of surface water flooding with the exception of a 
small area adjacent the concrete track of Plantation gate which will 
be addressed as part of the development.  Given the ground 
conditions of the silty clay subsoil infiltration is not considered a 
viable option.  It is proposed that the runoff from the development 
will be discharged into the drainage network for Phase 4 of the 
Manor Farm housing development which discharges into a swale 
and then to a SuDS pond before outfall at a controlled rate to the 
IDB drain.

11.04 TRANSPORT STATEMENT

The Transport Assessment confirms that in the context of the 
village of Stretham, the new community buildings will be located 
within an easy walking distance of the entire village, such that, 
with the exception of those with specific mobility needs, the 
great majority of local users will be able to walk or cycle to the 
new centre.   It also confirms that Petersfield is fully capable of 
accommodating the traffic associated with the Community 
buildings, and that the carriageway, with a width of 5.5m, is 
sufficient to allow 2 commercial vehicles to pass, and hence 
traffic is considered to be in free flow.  Petersfield has allocated 
on-street parking lay-bys as well as off-street parking provision 
for the new residential properties. This therefore ensures that 
suitable space is available for all cars to park off the main spine 
road carriageway, and so the access road can function as 
required.  The parking provision for the centre will accord with 
the published standards for both the car and cycle parking and 
will therefore be appropriate to cater for the day to day use of 
the centre for the uses proposed. 

11.05 ECOLOGY

An Ecological Impact Assessment has been produced by 
Greenwillows Associates Ltd.  A desktop Study and an 
Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey have been undertaken for 
the site.  The report makes recommendations for the 
enhancement of habitat and measures to achieve ecological 
gain, which will be taken into account in the developed design.  



12. ACCESS  STATEMENT 13.  SUSTAINABILITY
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12.01 The Transport Statement addresses all aspects of access to the 
site and its suitability in terms of its location in relation to the 
village and existing roads network.  It is expected that the site will 
be predominantly visited by bicycle and foot.  Footpaths from all 
parts of the village allow the centre to be easily reached.  

12.02 Bicycles can be parked on the west side of the site in generous 
landscaped cycle parking, providing 32 spaces under a canopy of 
trees..

12.03 Those arriving by car will be served by 42 parking spaces which 
include 4 disabled parking spaces.  There are a further 5 spaces 
which will be landscaped to serve as overspill spaces.  

12.04 There are 2 refuse areas defined: one containing wheelie bins 
serves the micro business units; the other larger space contains 
four-wheeled bins for the hall, cafe and function room. 

12.05 Public rooms are all located on the ground floor giving good 
accessibility throughout the centre.  There will be level access 
from the public highway to all internal and external spaces.

12.06 When larger events are planned, attracting visitors from other 
areas, alternative parking areas will be promoted by the Parish 
Council in addition to the parking spaces located beside the 
building.

13.01 All aspects of Sustainability have been considered in the development of 
the design proposal, including energy use, biodiversity, water use, as well as 
economic and social value.

ENERGY
13.02 The layout includes shading to south facing glazing to minimise unwanted 

solar gain, and through ventilation to all rooms to allow passive cooling.  The 
building will be designed with a fabric first approach, aiming for excellent 
thermal performance in floor, walls, windows doors and roofs.  Attention to 
good air-tightness will keep energy use as low as possible. 

13.03 Because parts of the building will have intermittent use, it is expected that 
the larger rooms will be heated by air to air source heat pumps, with 
lightweight internal finishes that can respond quickly to heating.

13.04 Ventilation will be through natural stack effect ventilation, locally controlled 
as needed.

13.05 There are both south and west-facing roofs, which suit the installation of 
photovoltaic panels for the production of renewable energy.  

13.06 Four Electrical Car Charging points will be provided for users.  
The Village Centre is located within the residential area with good 
pedestrian and cycle links to the local community.

WATER
13.07 Water butts will be provided to serve the soft landscaping.  Surface water 

will be directed into a swale and then SuDS ponds which will provide 
nature rich habitats and controlled runoff.  

BIODIVERSITY
13.08 The landscaping has been designed to provide for the the maximum 

support to wildlife and promote biodiversity, as described in the Landscape 
Statement.
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14.01 This proposed building responds directly to local community need and 
makes excellent use of a site identified for community use which enjoys 
good links to the village.

14.02 The building places a new village hub within the recent Manor Farm 
development, helping to integrate this new housing into the rest of the 
village, bringing the community together.

14.03 Materials take inspiration from local agricultural buildings, robust in 
nature and appropriate to the location adjacent to open fields.

14.04 The form of the building, creating two courtyards, helps to contain its 
various proposed functions and centres activities in these communal 
outdoor areas.  They will act to encourage people to meet and spend 
time together.

14.05 The development enables occupation by local businesses, giving them a 
direct interface with the local community.

13.06 The proposed buildings will meet the present local need for larger 
spaces for groups, activities and hire for events, enabling communication, 
relaxation and celebration.  Stretham has a strong history of village 
community events and these new spaces will enable them to thrive.

____________________________

Elizabeth Miller RIBA
For Haysom Ward Miller Architects
June 2022

The design proposal


